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ABSTRACT
Recidivism in the light of some social factors
An empirical study on some inmates in the Houses
of observation in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

By: Salhe Bin Mohammd Abdallah Alamri.

The aim of this study is to determine the most important
factors which motivate delinquent juveniles to repeat their
deviant behavior. More specifically, the study focuses on the
social factors, such as those relating to family, school, peer groﬁps
and spare time activities, in an attempt to point out the
contribution of each factor to juvenile recidivism, especially after
juveniles had passed through rehabilitation programs during the
period they were kept in the houses of observation.

The study was carried out over the period from the first of
October 1993 to the thirty-first of March 1996. The study is
mainly based on interviews with 204 juveniles, all of whom are
from different areas of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, who
resorted to deviant behavior for a second, third or fourth time.

The results reveal that juvenile recidivism is due to a
number of social factors, namely: Those related to a broken
family as such a family is usually characterized by disagreement
among its members and lack of appropriate socialization. Other
factors are related to spare time activities after their departure
from the house of observation. Rejected by the larger society and
labeled by some family members as delinquents such youngsters
resort to spending their time with old friends with whom they had
associated during their first offense.
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