I have failed...

The Maximal terrorists
have won.

Cybertron is...
infested. | saw the
change from here

in orbit. A blinding
light covered the
surface of the planet,
and when it was gone
the blight was visible.

It covers roads, cities, !
towers... everything.

I could have stopped
" this.

I do not deserve
to live.

.

LAST TIME OMN B8ERST MACHINES:

The planet Cybertron has been changed.

Reformatted from a metal world into one

where the organic and technological mix

into something new: technorganic. The

transformers themselves have also been

converted into new technorganic forms.
All except two.

Obsidian and Strika, famously successful
generals from Cybertron's past, have
escaped the change. In the final days of
the occupation of Cybertron by the insane
tyrant Megatron, they served him in his
effort to rid the planet of all organic life.
Tricked by Cheetor, Maximal second-in-
command, they were thrown out of the
atmosphere and into orbit by the anti-
gravity boosters of Megatron's fortress.

Now they float in space, trapped and
helpless. Awaiting rescue, and a return
to the planet they once defended. A
planet that they no longer recognize.
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Don't waste your
energy on radio
transmission.
| Conserve it. There
is nothing to say.

There is. If the Maximals
d prevailed... Do you think
they will bother to send

a rescue ship for us?

It's been five days! How long will
we stay trapped in orbit?

-,
1

Not knowing is the worst
part. Did Thrust win the
battle in our absence?
Is Megatron still alive?
| cannot imagine that he
would allow this blight on
Cybertron if his fuel
pumps still pulsed.

Another two days pass...
at last | can see a ship
approaching from the surface
of Cybertron. The approach
is painfully show, but it's
\

heading in our direction.

|
The engine color is sickly orange.\
| wonder if the ship is as
contaminated as the planet,
and if so, how can it function?
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- It's a Maximal exploration
craft. | don't know whether to
be relieved or afraid.

Right now it doesn't matter.

» ﬁ If capture gets me out of this cold
L vacuum and slow systems
shutgfﬂwn. capture is welcome.
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;ﬁ:’&ﬁ“;h;:g:f fﬂff:’;:ef B e P : ~ . This ship has problems. Strika has already
liod wio® roalised et b ﬂﬁ_ el B Ay e noted the uncertain hum of the engines.
damage had E:'eélﬂ done by the L A £ I've noticed several instances of those
i 2 S Vitnaty L e [ strange glowing blue and white vines.
cold during our week in space. : They are growing directly out of the walls.
| think they are affecting the performance.
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The Maximal and Predacon who escort o~
is are "technorganic”, like Optimus Primal¥}
and his followers. | find them... hideous.

- e O e ]

After a few twists and turns, we arrive at what
I can only assume is our "cell”. We will wait here

It has all the comforts of home.,
Four walls, a door with two
guards outside, and a small

viewport so we can see the
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sirface of as we approach it. =

The doorway is small,
Strika will find it a
tight fit. This ship wasn't
built with Vehicons like
her in mind, of course.
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Our Maximal captors have Cybertron can be e \’M\ ’! = (Did you see the vines? ] %
taken up sentry positions seen approaching Lol s 24

outside the door. It's time for rapidly on the screen. : : i Yes. And the Maximals. | studied

Strika and | to confer and %) s - : . them on the way here. They are

weigh ouir options. 4 b A no match foy us. We could tgke

H ; 7 them, possibly take the ship.

=gl
No. We have no backup, no

soldiers, and most important,

)| we have no tactical information

“l about the situation on Cybertron.
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In addition, this ship is not
operating at peak capacity, as
you yourself observed. And we
have no knowledge of its cargo
manifest or current capabilities.

No. We observe. We determine the
extent to which the Maximals have
taken control. Only when we have
that information can we act.

A
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If it were up to me .
you would be tried and |'§
executed for treason. [

However it is not my
decision. You will still
answer for your crimes
against the population
of Cybertron.

And what if the Maximals
have gained control, as

seems most likely? We will

| be branded as war criminals!

We'll be landing soon. You will be

escorted out of the ship and taken

to the new seat of government.

Get ready for a shock. You won't L <
recognize Cybertropolis. Z

Megatron. Not to any lackeys
of Optimus Primal, like you.

\M;

.I answer only to the Lord J

egatron is dead.
He's not coming
back this time.
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ey h’ n /(Obsidian! Look at Cybertropolis!

You wanted to know

the situation... | don't

think it could be any
worse than this.

I couldn't argue with her. Instead of the familiar
vista of dark blue and silver, everything was blue,
green and purple growth. It was clearly organic,
and it covered everything in sight.

Nothing could have prepared me for
the shock of seeing Megatron's fortress
reduced to this state. | think the sight
finally drove the situation home like
nothing else could have.

If | had held on to
any doubts about
Megatron's survival,
this crushed them.
We had lost the war.




The spaceport has been altered > : - o | think the ship we returned in is one
in an astonishing way. The vast i y : of the few still fuctioning.
field of tarmac and metal is gone, : : { 4
4 buried beneath a sea of grass. The ship lands, and we are
escorted down the ramp
and towards the city limits
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Then | see the city itself, and the
spacecraft no longer interest me.
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Amazed, Obsidian? | warned you that you
wouldn't recognize it. Nor will you recognize
the people you helped to enslave.

If Lhad hot seenit with myawn optics, ] would not believe it. . e
How did this happend How Is'Tt possible? How can an entire 3 : - \ ) . ' ) ] . gy
planet change in mere Seconds and becomethisinsane nilx 00w 1 L A fr B Come this way. We'll see who is in |
of metal, plant matter and Circuitry? It looks more like a 5 i 4 1 L charge and passing judgment today. )
Jjungleghan the capital city of a technologically advancéd race. % - . 13 - : e S
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o EVerywhere... every tower,
5 = every street, every canal...
. - P
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[ must see what they've
done to the city... | do
not care whether the

Maximals shoot me or not.




| would you to

surrender now and
make to attempt
to get away! You
have nowhere to run!

I begin to recognize the area,

despite the growth on
everything. Sure enough,
we arrive in a square near
one of Cybertropolis' many

monaments. This one is
supposed to be whe

frnr spot whue rhe

Where is Optimus Primal? S

that Megatron was dead.
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When Silverbolt talks, it always

sounds as if he's making a
pronouncement or a speech.
Pompous fool. | don't care.

\

i) for a solitary fi
him at on

Down here! And you've
brought them! Good.

| wanted to see what had
happened to Cybertropolis.
| am well aware that there
is nowhere to run. Lead on.




We take the circuitious route :
| down to the Monument. | put -
my question to Silverbolt.

Where is Optimus Primal?

h—-t-_-l--
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You aren't the only one
¥ who lost his commander,
Optimus died, but he took
Megatron down with him.

| told you before, we §
don't hold grudges.
W

All that's important now is
the well-being of Cybertron §
and its population. .

Maybe, once they fully §

resume governmental
responsibilities.
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Silverbolt,
the Oracle
chose me.

Cheetor steps forward to meet 7, .

us, his hand raised... in gree

The public isn't too
accepting of them since
Megatron took over the

ting/ ; . w0 '
Pl - g " \ Strika.. Obsidian. Welcome
~ .:7 e B back to terra firma. Things

Ve have changed, as you can see.

\». But one thing has not. This is
g still Cybertron, our home,

Welcome back home.

RN | This is not what | Eiﬂéfrd... -
LA L\ (OO R ISR

So we are notto
be treated as
war criminals then?

They are the
legitimate
government!

planet under their watch.

Without me, they
wouldn't have...

wl

re-integration into our society
ill do far more to heal old wounds
than locking you away. You both
have much to offer Cybertron.




Perhaps we don't want
to "re-integrate",

I can feel Strika staring
at me in disbelief. But our
duty to protect Cybertron

has not changed. We cannot
do that from a prison cell.

| We should consider
all options. | want
to hear him out.

It's all | can do to keep
from laughing out loud |
at his youthful eagerness, it
and his attempt to fill
Primal’s shoes. He just
doesn't have the gravitas

g:«._ . ; to pull that off.
TimBE )

The Oracle has given me some of the same -
abilities that had been granted to Optimus. y ; G g
| can see into your spark if you'll allow it, and . — o Lhgt- B . ™ L
glimpse some of your past. I'll be able to alh yv 4 el i N w R
; 5 = s S - ET =)

see just exactly what Megatron did to you.

s

il i :
I'll let him examine my soul...
If he believes that I'm repentant, |
that might be very useful.
b 2 a0 .

The tanks appeared, culling
the fallen to increase their
numbers. | tried to band the
virus survivors together into
a fighting force, but it was
too late. | too succumbed
and was taken, my spark
| | remember the explosian ¥ | ripped out of my body.
and the green cloud that 3
spread so rapidly areund
the city, So many of our
| fellow Transformers fell : | .
vietim within hours, : g 2 / 1y
unable to movelor | .
transform. Some went :
y into stasis locks ] i )
g . . } | escaped initially, but the
" i ety situation grew far worse.
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After what seemed like an eternity, there was a voice in the darkness.
"I have need of yvour wnigue talent as a generall
Cybertron is in danger! You must rise again to protect it!"

It was Megatron. What choice did | have bt to either serve him or remain imprisoned?
My imperative was to protect Cybertron, and Megatron WAS Cybertron,

My choice, such as it was, was made. | went to war for Megatron.

il ¥
3 RS R AR Es
After Cheetor is done, he and Silverbolt
confer. The Maximals quarrel like immature
protoformlings, not like mature leaders
or soldiers. If | increase my audio receptors 3
to maximum, [ can just make out what they
are saying. Not that | need to... | know what',
they are debating. My future, and Strika’s.

R

Maximal learn from you? Were
1 vou able to accomplish anything |j§
by yvour cooperation with him?
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1 \
He dredged up some
of my memories from the
Lord Megatron's takeover (4
of the planet. | believe [
that | was able to gain
his svmpa{hv

Not that he believes
we are innocent of
any wrongdoing, but
he does see us as
victims of Megatron
to some extent.

g . ,\ Megatron and iepr him ens!awd? Does
A technorganic Transformer. - he know about our part in the waﬂ
One of thée new inhabitants - ] i il L 1A S8 i
of Cybertron. | sean for e k. - - We were not on the

Maximal energy sighatures surface when the
change occurred.

Yeial Who dre you? We saw it from orhlt

= You haven't... you're
not like us. How?

He's not aMaximal. ey
He's a Predacon.

- So you're pan of
b an exploration mission?
Just (eturnlﬂg home?

You were lucky. One of our own,

a Predacon bigshot named Megatron
did what none of us thought could
be done. He took over the whole
planet. Trouble was, he seems to
have forgotten his Predacon roots.

I ;emember two dlfferen

: voices arguing over us.

| his oniy victims. It was [§ B 3 ST - 3¢ | woke up in this body.
| all af us Predacons too. ) e, = S Z = Cybertron had changed.
= T : : the Maximal over there

| has been explaining it to us. [&




T - | never did trust Maximals.
Now | look like this. ! Wouldn't surprise me if
Not too sure about it. it was all some Maximal

plot that went all wrong.

Gotta go. Look me up later. I'm living|}
|n relocation zone Gamma rlghl now.

| know more than one bot who'll
be glad to see a few normal
looking faces around here.

Under what
| conditions? &

| hadn't expected r_hr's.
not even from a Maximal.
a3




No conditions. We... well, |... | would
prefer that you work with us on
rebuilding our planet, but that's your
decision to make. As is the other
offer than | can make to you.

| can give you what the ; Never! | do not wish to be
rest of the planet has been § b “reformatted”, as you call it!
given. A chance to start over. You will have to use force

if you wish to try!
l' G ¥
'.lv
i
L} f

After what we have done,
1| | do not feel that we are... [}
worthy of the process.

I'l admlt 1 am
sorry. You do realize - A - W,
that you are the only [ i No second thoughts? g

ones on the planet =,
who are unchanged?
That might be tough.




Yeah... seems like our golden
boy Cheetor didn’t just inherit
the boss-monkey's Oracle-given
abilities. He got Optimus's powers
of feel-good speechifying too.

b

(N ALY |
Did you hear everything? J§ A
[\ A AT
! \\_:| .‘.E \ ._i‘l( |

| ) ' .

v

- e '.‘
=1 Who's he kiddin'? G
A

' Yeah, | fcnd it.
| Webs was right
on the money. J'8

L] i A 178N
In a word, no.
Like everything
else, it's been
affected by the

reformatting.

b

‘B

: Fpsst... hey, )
| S | W= =
: | i } /fhu

The Vehicons have already 5
betrayed us once. | have Did you find what
no doubt they are capable you were looking
of doing so again. We must for? Does it work?

guard against that possibility. S .

£ 1i b ik UL ) 2
The actual code is still intact

as far as we can tell, but the

power source and circuitry are | do, and in the meantime, I'll
shot to pieces. They might be [&==7 keep an eye on Obsidian.
repairable though, given time : 1 = Lq

\



f, | allow myself
dom that comes
is a tactical
vy compavison of
; pre-change Cybertropolis map grids tallies
I admired so b L - with th isting ge
_ the geametry
a hint of my home still visible.

SilY i .. $hil

Strika is traveling the overpass below, scanning

) for Maximal or Predacon energy signatures.

i ] ] ] A8 B
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Any signs of life? "
! L ¥ |

Not much in this part
of the city. There's a
massive signature a few
klicks ahead. Could be
the relocation camp that |
| Wreckloose mentioned.

Sunset isn't too fakaway. Cheetor
warned us that there y
in effect. | have @dvised Strika that
we should honor it for now at least,
No point in provakifig the Maximals
without a good Féason to do so.

Until then ha we will continue '-'
with our tactical suFvey of the city.

Obsidian! | can see
: . | something heading
] N e T, / your direction at
Agreed. We still need to learn... } | high speed!

1S



There he is. Maximal, reptile His attack is clumsy

avian. Seems to be hostile. ’ and easily avoided.

. They lied to us! il But he's determined.
o g— J | [ | : :

L]
\o?

Lethal force would only jeapordize our
tenuous position with the Maximals.
Better not kill him then. Other options?
i 114 ]

/

He's already turning to try again.
I need a non-lethal means to
disable him. It would be easier
if we weren't hundreds of feet
above the ground. Then again, _

the overpass isn't far down... @
= v
- L ~1. ___‘

! Only have
seconds...

Got it! Now as he makes
his attack pass, and before
my momentum drags me
down to the ground...

It worked... he's disabled,
but able ta limp along. |
think he'’s spotted the overpass
down below and is trying
to control his descent.

)

.. Slice the wing membrane,
and down he goes!

A N LR

{ t ‘.\ - = 0
I should be able to make use of
my remaining attached rotor

blade to control my fall as well,




8 be careful who you take

\ Not as\bad an Impact
,for me as | Ihouqm

I s 5 z 'I ‘ ik :
He hits it e o . iy
and skids... | ;
but is able * ™
=~ to keep from
~= -gbing over
the edg

-1 3 r E
[ The council of Elders told us that
everyone had changed, just like
me. | didn't exactly believe them
" 5 : Sty f o at first. They'll say anything to
Sorry... | just... that was [[F88 B{E - J stayr |n power When | saw you...
o| stupid. Sorry. | saw you % : RN = ]
and got pretty angry.

make assumptions. Sorry.
Longhorn's always telling
me to watch my temper

before it gets me in trouble.

O A | Y A
) Vidd B v slupld Sorry again.
&i

\ \ lam transformed” Mun now | really feel
‘1
1 ’lJ

i1
Whoever Longhorn is,
he's right. You should

:.. out yDUf agression on. - ¥

Mo one has lied to you.
§ |and my consort have
E just returned from space.
We were unaffected by
whatever happened to
everyone else.

My -n-a;n-e.s Spy Streak

Former resident of
apartment block Cobalt,
former industrial power h
| complex maintenance.

| am Obsidian.
General and strategrsl
ALE tllll.n-t pes

= realiv d|d attack
ihe wrong bot.
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B Obsidian? Are you alright? J

_..Ibl | I3 W | . ‘ | | ; | o ¥ ik "
1 i 5 . 2 I ! k. "‘i
Bt * RN -'l"'f/ e ~ ;
JEL TR a1 / I'his is Spy Streak. His attack was
| a misunderstanding, nothing more.

b | b 5 o W A 11 This is excellent. Spy Streak talks
.*-\ I've been on survey duty S iTat wrsi : _ , - P ARt A FIFR R Ny like there's no tomorrow, and
all day. | was trying to  [SSHSSERUINBIUEEERL R ! you can give me a lift, R 2 e e 114 1} | 6 HIEE R volunteers plenty of information.
get back to the camp [SUNRIRE SR I CUERRAIRNRY I'll be happy to show you N o : RN YA 1T And he's willing to help Strika
before the curfew. ‘Tt S e the quickest route there, : - 21 BELEI o e ascimilate into the camp.
Don't think I'll make it [SSRARSEELE | PSSR and introduce you to some - . RN _ 45 B | should be able to learn enough
# with this busted wing. eSS >, of the others. | B T L there to formulate our next
RS (I i‘ CARL W 2 e i | R Bl - e = course of action . |

| &
.;.H.._ H. 7 | 4 s

Spy Streak has been a fountain of useful
information. It seems that when Megatron
perished at the planet’s core, all of the
sparks that he had absorbed were released.
The bodies were changed into part-organic
at the same time as the planet.

[

E

Since then, things have been chaos, and
understandibly s0. An entire planet and
it's social systems had ground to a halt.
Transformer society has to be rebuilt
from the ground up. Homes have to be
regained, jobs and industry reestaplished
and the economy set in motion.

It's @ mammoth task.

Sunset is quick on
Cybertron. It'll be
dark before we reach
the relocation camp.

18



* been spending
days surveying

the city to see if our
IVING Quarters are

sLill habitable. Some
are, but some have

been overgrown

SEE .-."_.'!I.! VLI gt
currently noused
outside the City In
a camp pending

the assessment

~F by R
O Nousing.

I'm sure they'll be back soon. i
There's a recharging station

not too far away.

| suppose a
-recharge is
How many of b:?“?;ie:
you live in this . g

SIRRN
g Three of us. There's me, i
B Scavenger and Longhorn.
It's a tight fit for three.
lir_f"_ S e TR

_QOut in the rmianljghir, { caﬂ'_ x
- see the stark reminder of
.our failure. But as | look at
Megatron's fallen J‘artre'ss.
I have to wonder....-
What is inside that might
aid me in mitigating my_ -
failure? I must know.. - -* .

L

I will find out, the.
" first chance-l have." . :

Home sweet home.

For now, anyway.
Relocation camp gamma.

Where are your
fellow occupants?

Obsidian!
Look out there!

Blackarachnia to Sliverbolt.
Yes, | still have them in sight.
lhey're in one of the camps,
out on the edge, with someone.

No, | can't hear what they're
talking about. I'll try to get
in closer if | can.




No doubt they are.
What we need is a
trustworthy ally who
. can examine it for us
SSR Without getting caught.

| agree, but it's dangerous
B at this point. You do realize |

i that the Maximals are surely §
. watching our every move?

Not Spy Streak.
He doesn't seem
very stable at all.
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Of course, the creature is * ,
another Transformer.
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Hi. I'd shake your hand,
but you'd draw back a nub. |
' Hahahahaha!

£
-

His robot mode is : : S P .
. just as bad. Huge blades \Ifthatswhat reformatting

for hands, multiple legs.. S - ; offers, | 'mjlf_!!&h}-‘!'fﬂm dec.fsinn:

what a nig g o P | an
— ; ! 5 r=a.
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Then there is the third member
of this trio. Another Maximal,
Longhorn, a member of the
Maximal military corps. He's

a bull, apparently. Not as
hideous as Scavenger, but
every bit as impractical.

| am transformed!

A couple of returning space
explorers, hmm? Must be
quite a shock to see all the
changes to Cybertron, yes?

Indeed. I'd enjoy a good
conversation with you
about all the new things
| you've seen since the change.

N ===
, - As Spy Streak told you, St —-

|:|' iy e —_— A "L .
s T ¥ 3 - L, ‘l‘-'- il (]
v 5= My name is Luru_;hl};urn. T T AN -
S How about you: s : \._ T
e o X SENE
AN = = e ":j g, L5 SR
e R R v T N ‘"-1""? 5
= RN i~ A -
a M 2 - - ..' — --" -.T.:— "::“"3 } 11' = ":-:;f'{ '::"-h-‘-\"-{'h“_ .'\-.-'“ 1 | -1{‘ y .
= A TR g s == e et T P SRR LN R e
IE: 2N R et C o st e T A el
NSl 2 AT S TR R - - =S Does he know who we are?
% e s A i ] = ] = e i =
i i Tk === I'd like that. No time : B ————mere—=  ldon't know. I'm not sure
I A B like the present, Let's talk! ESStEs F= =2 what he could do if he did know.
_ et - rﬁ-_ﬂ:{:'ﬁﬂ_{:{ff;?d'“ﬁ:.“';gﬁ -..___f"" - '-'ﬁ?'ﬁ = A F - |




i

No thanks. I'm going to power down
and let this busted wing heal.

LY R
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I'm not in a talking mood.
Catch you later Longhorn.

And Strika too... it'll come to
me if | leave my memory alone
Right, ready to get started?

f

- = b |
Interesting. Well, Obsidian =
and Strika, shall we go for s

= a walk in the grassy fields =
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Looks like the others don't feel
sociable this fine evening. It
just be the three of us then
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what is your opinion of
the changes that Cybertron
has undergone, Strika?

| am appalled.
his is not the
planet that |

Dnce Krnewvwk

It does take some getting
i used to. How long have you

been planetside?

- RETT linsg ¢ § '
How can you live like [here are trade

that? Half machine
half organic tissue?
I

| could not stand
Deing so weak

But I've found

some distinct

advantages to

being "techno
organic .

can you not only You are ingesting plant
have the alternate mode
Bof an animal, but actually

behave like one! Look

for food! It's degrading!

at vourself, Maximal!

offs, admittedly.

Less than a day. Long enough
to see the devastation.

_'“'f'gﬁ Cybertron's different, but frgm <P ef]
= it's hardly devastation. R
o Mg F . i B e g
=28 Devastation was what we had & _ e

e when that virus hit us and Sg Ny i

8 started putting the planet ERFANS Yes. 6
; ';_, : $ .-I E e T S = s
] into stasis lock. You e o2y, e
g remember that happening? B R L s T h o

e F P - [ =
e I S e Tl | et T

For instance, | am no longei
forced to rely on pure energon
for re-energizing. |'ve found
that the beast alt-mode allows
me o eat the vegetation and
covert it to fuel in a very
efficient manner.

Strika, | have thought
apout this long and hard.,
| think our race needed
some humility.

L]

For so long, we ve been
pbsessed with ourselves
and our physical mignt.

We've fought war after wai

over territory and energon,

trampling lesser races

beneath our steel feet.,
Now we have many of the
same characteristics they
do. We've been taken down__*

a peqg, but | think we're ._:'.-,_

all better off this way. |

e r 1
s — W s 17 ,_k' 1P A
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a £ UGS VRS Gl U R T e T



| can't stomach any more | still have some
of this. Obsidian, I'm returning .- B questions to ask.
to the camp to find a charging [ | ! be here. Call if
Are vou coming back you ”l'l'll me.
Wwith meys .

station.

Obsidian and Strika. And you werent
out exploring while everything went
down here, were yvou? The two generals
charged with defending Cybertron would
not spend much time awa

il 5 A

I. 'L
to figure out

y
B ey ¥ " g - r
l,.r""‘lil [ = ; F i el B = a _:- 7
]

r r L o e

oft planet.

e e, A i AL . > -_.':'-—“—-—-. _-"__.‘

(L] ! o L-"'.. I.\Ih.'l-';l’.l ¥ L 1 . e, ‘--.a--‘—;- ﬁ'
et ! i e R - .
3 %

5 i % ] ¥
.'l""'_ M I"u.:' -'!:\'II",'-.:I.. .:: iy .
¥ However, if you were on the surface s
when the change took place, you d ‘{***;__.,::-"' 1N \_.\"-';:.,I
nave been altered like the rest of us. g ' :

S0 obviously you weren't. ';t,‘ \N NN
B N e T A

T
.'|

| am not authorized to give anyone
except the Council an account ol
my actions and whereabouts.
I'm sure you understand. You are
vourself in the chain of command

are you not Longhorn?

" PR,

s
'
¥
|
P S —

i S s
i L ’
s - -
] - ')
| I'm rather interested
\J.._. N your experiences S
ez over the last week. And ; ™y
_'f'..-- I'm curious about this
& i
e "* object over the hill. 8
L] -
'.."‘, 5" ,Ju-,p‘:'::.-_'___:‘ o . - }_“ 1--“
AFANRT: S R
o i q._'.:." iy e o
ot PR SRS LR

it

And yet you remember 7 :. . . This Maximal is too clever by: half.
the virus, so you were here, ; . There are a numbér of explanations
| Something doesn't add up. " I could give him, but would he believe
' them? And if he does suspect that'we
served Megatron, what would he do?

b ol '-"

N



'm not quite
sure what that is.

It looks like a head
of some sort, Some ol
us were talking about
it, but no one's been

allowed near it

We can go over the hill
and get a bit closer, cant &5

3
we? I'd like a closer look. &

(T8 5

. Longhorn is no fool: Sooner ' i e

hnr later hf il ""'"‘;Ir k out just * . inside the fortress as quickly
what my role in the occtupation , 26 possible dnd deiirming

was and act e dingly. 1 . Q. ' - whether Lord Megatron planned
» know he doesn't trust me praX e — h - : for this eventuality or not.
I have a choice to make. .
" Either press on with his plans, °
or take my place in this new
Cybertronian society.d-dc
ek ey D

All the more reason to get

he council of Elders has forbidden
anyone within half a mile of that
object. Doesn't stop us from looking. §

- t doesn't look like a transformer == === .
" body, or a spacecraft or a structure. ===

| Could be a monument to someone =
with a big opinion of himself. Heh ==




I'd have said that
| was trying to get
to Know you.

- = q i SR e
How about you, General? You strike
me as a bot of action. You think in
terms of strategies, but | .thirﬁ-: vou'd | if you could change the planet |
prefer real world ‘m{']lﬂ'*mmt \0 pure § T el - : : back to the way it was, would you? i s
speculative thought. Am | right? ) B e R \5% T ' “ Would you deny the population —
= the freedom to choose their destiny?

\"l.-':a
Tk -3 —
/,ﬂ" But if it's deep, probing questions
7 vou like, try this one out for size:

Did yvou have any choice about . A ' . |n answer to your question Longhorn,
ecoming technorganic? i if | knew how it could be accomplished,
; ; | would change Cybertron back to the

. way it was without a second thought.
Does it bother yvou that -

vour free will was violated?

Yes, absolutely., But as |

told Strika, I've come to

See our current state of &
existence as a good thing. k& =

- = -

She's probably having a look : _
around the camp. The rechargers _ . 2 e

are a little south of us. r o jhl-.e 'l ge
- . FissS '_ 3 :; ]

and have a look.

== |'ve enjoyed talking with you.
=% Word of advice, General. The
sooner you get used to the
new status quo, the happier

8 vour life will be. Let me know &
% if | can do anything to help.

E =
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: ' gl . I could use some recharging
; myself. Time to pay the
= Energon station a visit, and
ully find Strika there.

How very Maximal ﬁf him.
: : <

“" hopefi

o! Hey, yvoure

techie still!

-« It'll be interesting to see the camp in the
- daylight. I'm curious about the Maximals.
They live here for now while the city is
surveyed and repaired, and homes opened
r living again. Prefabs shelter them. .

oy TS T AR B T
Rl Tyt

i ey il
1, ol Ao -.r'-:'-.-iu'-:'.a . Sk
y ] L -

o |

| suppose I'd better get used
to being the odd bot out, and
having my appearance remarked °.
~ upon by curious bots. e

You're a helicopter?
Say, you wo uldn't
happen to know

a little yellow and
green bug, would
? | only ask

following me around.
Similar beast mode

| guess, but anyway

Could yvou

weElsE Us Tor a

. '.""‘r;"f."-:’.' “'-L.,___\\Zl\

.ﬂ.l
. .
»h i
. ST :
| . o
' ' Copter-bot must
nelp Waspinator!

" .

|
|
~
] =l‘
-
Waspinator trapped!

3

) . T : ..
I had wondered if Thrust had survived...
it seems he met a fate worse than death.




Who are you? Why in Primus’
name do you have Thrust's face?

| don't understand half
of what this little creature
is saying. But | do know one
«thing. | may have difficulty
in entering the fortress with:
" ‘the Maximals watching us,’
*and I'm sure they are, But
this tiny creature can-go
undetected where Strika _ -
“and | could not. But is he *
: reliable-or not?
Waspinator was biker-bot! Megatron .
ripped out spark! Put in biker-bot!
Waspinator cool and not get blown up
all the time! Now Waspinator trapped
in tiny body! Cannot transform! Help me!

=

I'll make a bargain with you,
... Waspinator. Perform a simple
job for me, and I'll help you
in return. Is it a deal?

We should

go ourselves Not yet. It will be prudent

; to see if there's any reason
We'll find out. I've asked him - ' S to risk our standing with
to bring me some memory chips, - A S the Maximals by entering.
if he can locate some that are s
uncontaminated by organic matter,
It's a simple task, even for him.

You sent this "Waspinator”
creature to recon Megatron's
fortress? Was that wise?




How did you avoid the upgrade?
And are you trying to avoid your
assignments! You know it's time
to head for Cybertropolis!

Hey, you. | want to talk to you.

These Maximals look
more and more strange,

~ Indeed.

Listen, you know how
hard this transition is.
Unless we all stick
together, it will be
nigh impossible,

™ You're jumping to °
~  some incorrect

F conclusions here._
RSN IN N e

/ o ] ._.- -___ e . __ . :
w’j’&’? | think we ihuuld I E {ﬂ
e BT RO

APy LI 3

ﬁ

insignia on his back that I'm
not familiar with. It's not
Maximal or Predacon.

Tr'.r anythmg and vou |l
regret it, Mammal

Neither do I. | think we ought ENOUGH! Stand down,
to inform the militia about... before someone gets hurt!

She's usmg Maxlmal as thnugh

it's a slur of some kind. | don't
think | hke thes.e two, nght ‘u’lper ‘:"

s



I'd like an explanation Undermine. ’

Who are these two? Why aren't 1
they helping open up the city
for habitation like the rest of us?

| can't say I'm surprised.
May | ask why though?

. 1_"'_

\"‘F@ , you
TN e presence is

= required by the
Maximal Council 5
of Elders, now. =

. i Tomr P

B - e - o

—
—_

m Because they have business elsewhere. 55

I'm afraid Cheetor spoke, ah...
out of turn when he granted
you amnesty. The council
isn't happy about not having
their say in theﬂ_rpattEr.

S il i

T ’ - o i .
Why would they need That's not ',mur_ﬁ'

amnesty? What have

! they done, Undermine?
T A il o R N

concern Geckobot. .

> : i Eaclinios Generals, this way please,
' noug eCROoODOL!

We're all in this
together now! Very well.

That's what I'd
expect from a

Do you mean 1o

submit sy

Far now. Let's see
what the bug brings us.

Way to go, Quiet. Let's get
snakeface. to work.

ug? Hmm,

30



THE COUNCIL OF ELDOERS

Megatron’'s fortress. Formely the Council Citadel,
now returned to its former occupants. There's still
debris everywhere from our attack on Primal's . .
group of Maximals, the first time | ever encountered ’t ' - iy
them. Had | finished the job then, Cybertron : ‘ Ha! Looks like someone
would not be in the state it is now. gl hasn't bothered to clean §
up their room yet!

General Strika.

= = : l.rl.
.‘L 1il'¥. :L;'.';

~ 1 o . : : =R ‘
Elsewhere... S—— —aa} " e - “ T |
phes Nrooo... Waspinator find information | = "
[ for copter-bot! Get out of tiny body! = | | |I
iy : Waspinator be happy again! B - |
- " . !
, ! |

v |

. [——— PR The old council chambers. | remember

The Council Chamber ., ' _ : visiting them many times during my
: . career. They're in the front of the citadel
_ an the upper level, right where most of
—r ,%friﬁme damage was done during the attack.

Councillors? We have
brought the Generals.

31



Leo Prime. The old blowhard
himself. One of the oldest Maximals
if | recall, and titular head of the
Council of Elders for years.

stand guard outside please. .

T -

ey W

, s .
AR AN
S . -
o K“" -\1"_:?
I'm guessing that our -
St freedom will turn out tod
W be short-lived. | don't
L5 = gxpect much sympathy s
o . - i T
' from Frime. Or the rest.

LY

of Snarl and Skydive. Enough for a
guorum. Generals, you remember my
fellow councillors of course.

-

Black Convoy, a long-time E5S And of course,
member of this council. = f Cheetor you

l_"_..l-— e i, T T

£ It's no more than B8
we expected.
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_— ——

However, I'll cut right to the chase. Cheetor

has briefed us on the part that you played
during the occupation of Cybertron by

Megatron, a report that | found quite shocking. §

-
Y -

Cheetor doesn't

e = P e R e
Generals, we're all familiar with
your unimpeachable record

- 1_,...;- _—
bl O x

o g i = ——
A e Ly e I

of all of Cybertron.

-

L
-

He stated, quote “in the final days of the war,
Obsidian and Strika willingly cooperated with
Megatron's attempts to eradicate all traces
of organic life on Cybertron.” Is that accurate?”

e o ——
— 5 1;" . 1 2 :
i L -

—— i '1""‘.-_.;,;_“ _.,_..'.'i i
A T

It is accurate. -
— o =

LB

. 2

-
e

R e
Bt
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=
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Wit
s B

The councillor has also stated that you allied yourself
with the Maximals on Megatron's apparent death, and yet
when the opportunity came to return to Megatron's
service that you did so without hesitation. Is this true?”

. LINT S )

== i e e o |- .
' $ 4= /N Then given that you were charged from the}
Eee==g moment you came online with protecting
Cybertron, I'd like to know exactly why

we should not revoke the amnesty that
Cheetor granted to you and charge you

both with hig‘r‘! treason?”
- T L T W, SRR .
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: — 0 i [y
g gt ‘L‘ We have the greatest "'.' H‘Imrj m“h "I flr | 3%

: -!
— respect for your service. '-_ 5 f F”EHEE justify your actions§ Al
- '.._-'- 3 - E L = | | =r K -1 ™ i :'

We cooperated with Megatron because
we had little choice. We were thrust
into a war and had to choose a side.

At the time, it very much appeared
that the Maximals were attempting

a radical alteration of the very nature
af Cybertron, which they have in fact

- accamplished You see all around you
thE resuits of thelr af:ttﬂns

We agreed wnth ' o
his cause. i

- - -h‘?" = — ¥ 1.
._+_.-"_-:-_:._-_ - """"-_ Jn

-'ﬁr i
= And yet you joined the Maximals. —

— | did believe in
his cause. As Thrust
said, you have to
pick a side and
remain loyal. | AW
made my choice. SN For a time, we were
[ i allied against a
common threat.

e [0 e B

I've heard enough. | believe a formal inquiry rhis 'will niot kel
i is in order at this point. We need to gather § g ': . IT v:: ,;TG elp
: ewdence and 5peak to the 5urwwng w:tnesses t4 heal the divisions
: i In our society.




"'m concerned with
justice, Cheetor.

| can't move!

-

Generals Strika
8 and Obsidian.
You are hereby
B placed under
arrest. You will
 be imprisoned
until a tribunal
is assembled
to hear
yYour case.

Encugh. | thought
I had a choice to
make. | should have
realized that |
already made it
when | picked my
side in the war.

o A quick shot to disrupt §

rhe powerbonds before
___ Iht.} reach full capacity
mH jrree Strika.

I don't know why | am unaffected,
" but | will not waste this opportunity.

Thank gooadness the Maximals
have not yet repaired the holes
we blasted in their citadel,

¥ Activate it. a

This is what | have
expected since we were
pulled from orbit.

it's time to choose. | have listened,
| have learned, and | have refrainec
from action until now. | must...

T

Obsidian!

35



,-, Undermine! Sonar! Get in heref H -
A e e \

S =t = 3

3 vl . 3 e

11

o Rl TS N PR
!Dné&lﬁﬁ’ ] _ '
RN ; @":JTFL

Uy,

3--" Sonar, take
| = Obsidian!

And you can
: come out now...
i Mo, you will not. _now
Alert the militia! 5'* F 18
R e R

ST

| didn't make &2 'l‘
ﬁn*f prnmlsea ey

.-:?:-_ T— 1
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e R A G R A B AT A
You said that Megatrnn had |4 Ve A,
hardwired all his generals with %l’ ..ﬂ;wu %,
powerbonds that only he could '5"1 LT o 1’6-.

activate, but that this circuitry | i
& would allow you to dn the same.

I Rl

Yeah, well, either the
reformatting fried the o

circuits, or else Obsidian S
was never hardwired. §

| can't tell which. This

| only hope we can recapture
them. Right now those two are
more of a threat than anyone
else on the planet,

L R L W e e B
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Wonderful. | have to lose
my pursuer and avoid civilians.

Maximal militia!
Move aside!

.

P S el

Swoop here. We're almost *

finished cataloguing this . ' i
sector of Cybertroplis.
Nothing to report...

B Ahhhhhh!!
Look out!

Wait, | hear something...

Okay, okay!
Sonar is slowly closing
the gap between us.

e ] T - . : st 1
| need a little space to turn and counter his attacks....

- — —— o g—

T
Stand down s
or | fire!!

e | wondered if he had

- long range weapons

. _ or just that blade on
' W his arm. Now | know.

N

-i
Y

38



L

I've broken my own first
rule. | remember taunting
Optimus Primal about a
similar lapse in judgment.

W
| underestimated my opponent.

1 |
He's transforming... i 7 W i
-‘ I [ . g s | i | ! g = . ol I
1
|
® .i
r J i L -
If I can catch him with
a good shot as he slows...
| | b
iy — il

==



yo e !
Tt v
AAAARGH! -~ ot

Stand down!

| By
CH- F"H UN
| : i .:..

£ i1
|

IR

‘ One roter housing

gone, the other damaged
1'5"" by the impact, my back
* el jammed into the wall.
I'm a fool

51 T
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The guestion now Is,
how do | get down
without killing myself?
With all this damage,

The decision may not
be mine to make. If
this wall gives way...

| see Sonar is still alive

and able.to transform.

{ don't think he's in any
‘ shape to bother me now

if | can just...
get a firm grip
a little higher. ..

l'l.{'_ :T_Wf "':._:I'?_:: . I':_“?-_l_‘-' S — T T r.._r : .:'_ - |
S ,'-r.?{'.}f,-':_ ;F*E ' Why hasn't he R :ﬁ'# 7578

q-fl JENS - o changed like @‘r‘ R T okt

i ~ the rest of us? =% g¢

Py =
[

e

. '. - o
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FFE

-

S | met him |
=T . at the camp
2 f last night. '
. v __J: .
-1 r.-||- :11' -E
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vy ) T
it A ik e |

Onboard computer
calculates 62% of
my processors and
compohnents are
still functioning.

S - il s e
> You okay |
.= buddy?

el

L,.?*r’;#:'; =
l e

-

-
=

=
P
-

—

i _—h-__ unhhhhrq--.. «
il live. ). _ / and a place to hole up.

= 0 ST e e | can't outfly or outfight
o -~ .~ _anyone in this condition.

¥ The aqueduct
will lead you
to the old

# cooling plant. |

I'll send your
friend there
if | can find
news of her.

Follow this
tunnel until
you come to
a t-junction.
Go right, and
then left at
the agqueduct.

Well, you got the ug
to stop following me.
Y .

Seriously, I'm helping 'FC'J:I because while | m&y_E-e
a Maximal, | don't trust the Council. Not anymore.
Cheetor's the only one worth anything. Had they
done their job, Cyberton wouldn't have been
conque red so eg:s.‘a_lg_: _

' T Vo W -

i

Why wu:}u Id
you help me?

Consider this a
4 poke in the high
council's eye by
me. Now you'd
better get going.

Hey, is |
this *,u_:lurs.?;

-

O

Yeah. Good luck. Now | know how Primal's
Maximals felt. Here | am,

Obsidian. on the run in

the sewers. It's humiliating.

4




| still need a functioning
CR chamber. The auto-seal

repairs are holding my
rotor in place, but it won't
take much strain. Probably

Jjust as well I'm walking.

L ' ':='."
-

The fact that | can't
contact Strika via RT
worries me too. It could
Y pe because I'm too far
underground, or...
well, best not to think
about that. Not yet.

&

%

e

Maybe I'll find what | need
at the city's cooling plant.
| hope so.

L just left the t-junction.
This must be the agueduct.
Dry, thankfully, and lighter
than the tunnels. Probably

lit by from street grilles.

LU R, S
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S
o The closer | get to the
B cooling plant, the more
s suspicious | am. Why
should Buzzsaw help
me? He must know
he'll be guilty by
association. Why
risk it? What if I'm
walking into a trap?

| T

I think | should
o (ake another rovite. S
Make my way out BB

- Pl

'll have to be more | =
careful in the future.

L .

“-'-"‘Il-.

Y e
. BN
LS 70y 1 SRS e~ Sy
g MR L~ oV .

T = e t b - T T e
SENES  There's a red-level alert out T8N
2“1 = for you. Looks like you've been q\‘:

lucky so far. Not surprised. &=
~ . SO, AN alCa R e RN

¥ s

- You know
. what they sa

< to do a Predacon's job.
L e i Wy

e



s g e I g

d with this

No good. Thatweapon e
5 POl

absorbs the energy.
:"H"--

He even has the same material
covering his hands!| can't
shoot the weapon from them.
- et -
i— ‘ . -
B et =

—T . -;' - i
— o : Jﬁ@h ;
Time for plan B. &= P » 1,
It probably kill 5
both of us. o Ty
9T MR AT M e
I They're meantito be
: fired from a safe distance,
not at point-blank range.

i

-i.‘ \

N emtnal
Fhough not as B
much as he did. B

=

= | don't know if he's
= alive or not. 1 do know
o this much... | ean't go
£ back. Naot any more.
F A N, o
-,_l- F‘ : ¥ .

=

8 as low as | could, but
N | still took major damage”

S
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I've arrived at the former cooling
: il plant. Th{i was once used to
' ) channel liguid coolant to the
i 8 nearby industrial sector of the
B city. Now it's disused, and as
" T avergrown as every other....
well, no, that doesn't appear
to be accurate.

Whether it's a trap or not,
| have to go on to the
cooling station, and hope
that | don't run into any
more trouble. | don't
:  know how much mare
i  damage | can sustain,

!
i

'!IlL This is the third structure
i [I've seen, counting the
Maximal ship and the
council meeting room,
E  that wasn't entirely
s covered with this organic
growth. Part of the old
is still visible.

. . - - ]
l... I & .. il ¥
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s e
£ 1
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i
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That must be the ﬂbﬁervarmn.
port. The actual flow controls §
are probably somewhere else.

L

If my rotors and superstructure
weren't so damaged, | could
hit the skylight and be up and
out of Cybertroplis before
anyone was the wiser. But
since flying isn't an option, and = i e
there appears to be no ambush, T RLE o eeh B
I'd better find another way out. o Y Time to head._. ”'Hr Lrhink

And _mke some precautions Office and control complex.
against being discovered. : R S
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4 AN

If nothing else,
| won't feel quite
so exposed when

I'm out of this
wide open room.

= It's all l can do to keep
moving. If 1 de find a

: way out, | don't know how

| can possibly escape the

city without help. H?Uf vl & | £ | Good. Recall the militia
what help is there? | i R\ == from the other exit points.

can't contact Strika. There — Cy . Get them here NOW.
IS still no response o my : ' \ =

attempts via R1T.
L . - .qi 2

F"-.: — - --r— - — - 3 . - .': 5
_,;’%; But | will never simply
== surrender. Every problem ;

—

== s - has a solution. | just
\ e have to find it.

==
—m =

h:::_r - ' ™ S s

Lty

[/
1

——y

1

Sonar came back in bad shape. RS
Do not underestimate Obsidian. S
ve the building surrounded. §
v o L= = ry = —p 33 —y = -

=g l= g Ta

K
8 | think... there may
be a transmitter dowh AT
in the ... lower... control ¥

center. |l can use my
power core... 1o...

¥ Quickstrike, you 1§
& and | will go in. l"'

Have Geckobot %
nside - —




I'll be lucky if | don't go
w into stasis lock just trying
’ to walk, at this rate!

Computer... transfer all §

weapon power to repair | 3 e
circuitry. Concentrate — ‘g A
on exostructure and = L = *Acknnw_IEIg_Ed‘ e

wtl joint repairs. = = f“*‘

_—
-

-:‘_F | | -
u ; _II i r
be able to stay on T R : - But | khow the truth. g\
my own two feet! . ST ' - No matter what, all
Y e : I'm doing is delaying ||
the inevitakle. They'll )
find me sooner or... 4.

]
e
-

S

® General. Stop |
: _ri.ht there.,
R o Y
. too late. ey &/

e g R

h

r

Don't raise your hands. §
| know you're armed.
o Don't try to run. | don't
o AN VAT A v Al think you are in any
You are under arrest, s =0 A s — = i e shape to get away.
d  Ceneral Obsidian. L = ] .




- | won't hesitate to use this.

After what you did to Sonar, B
& I'd be only too happy to do so.

=1 - Sl ok
= | will not surrender. >3

=

= AN e, 1 =
Not when there Is another option.

| wish I'd thought of this in the sewer. v
- T ™ s ... might have a chance. )

e i, - o

L Wy Mg E

-r--“_..

It would never wark
If he had a ranged weapon.
; But at close range...

—

e ==

.-\-\-.-

! I'm going to chop you
into pieces Maximal.
Stand aside.

i

i




What's he looking...at..

Idnn r H—"ﬂ-l'”!p care m see Hm

A sound strategy, but you
should have trained your

soldiers better.
NET

I'd be amazed if this one survived. Euré
He's cut open very badly Yt B
Some have lived rmmegh worse rh.:mqh g @
I know you were only =% o Syl : ™ : N Y P 4_’_'J.rre thing | do Fumw...
doing your duty. \ | . ' S : . Jo ;h-' o if these two were here
= \ : - Waiting, then reinforcements

-, : e LG . ? ok R can't be far behind. If |
{ : " cant find a way out soon...

'-‘--—"-—r—

——— -,—---E; ..-r__-_r—— & And | think I' Ve just abr:rur
— 4'1'-- used up my bag of tricks.

- _..,-I-'-l"' " e LY




for backup.” ¥
go in. =

o
=
o
=
=

lf

L
.

= .._.; Readh.; to

i ......_..mm_. [l T..Na._ﬂ\m‘\“‘ 142w

t think

| don

in here fast.
Quickstrike will make it unless

Undermine and Quickstrike are

e

=

lock.

=

Get med-repair

-
=t L]
s

s LT e
"‘-I. - iy »

you hurry. No sign of Obsidian.
he was making a mistake. =

down, both badly hurt. They're

both in stasis

3¢
.m..a
=
.ﬂr__
]
E.ﬂ
ol
=3

*sigh* Why didn't Cheetor
listen to me? | told him

‘Once more unto the breach

S

S
-




g

Buzzsaw, you're lucky not : - - . 0 —
to have been arrested! &, The other units are covering : : ' Se—
It's thanks to you that all exits. Time to move in. ' Khawing you,

. A I'm surprised it
. i s ; ; 7
= he's gotten as far as he has! . _. : ﬂrﬂP- where's Bﬂm""ia lasted as long

as it did!

Bot... ah. | see.
Over, is it?

L

It ever happened.

o

)

- -

'.'=':'-'_ 4 4 . = o
e there S an escaped : — : - We have enough E=¥
war criminal on the =3 s SN TN : \ \ ¥  todothejob oo

[F . ——r i, - R
7 loose, put out T ! e = - without her. [B%
ay bulletin or something. T - e : 5 EEAENS - Let's move!

TS L R

— = - ..||-_ - - L - i 3 ot & ey
LA -'m"i\_ S . o . - . A - - -
- .i- e, g ‘ -: . = - W . . L » T T —— ‘ 1 "

[ - ol ¥ .\'-
T - E -
o 3 e - -

g
A, *

fo

Ty = _ — ] - l-'t i
PPl W T e Y gl
n N

There it is. Communication DS S In : U R - e = _
and plant security. And _ SRS T AT SRR, v |y 55 |'d better hurry. | have no doubt —=
powered up, thankfully. R A T ES 7 |- rhat backup for those two will BIGS

r =y T o 7 % | LB be here very soon, within minutes. i
-5k i ' I'll need help to escape. | don't see FFsil
how it can be managed, but if -
Strika is free and nearby, maybe 1{ v
this transmitter will get through 8 '
where mine has failed.

R "R
it .

PN et

: '“."1,_",'_"'“'“'- %

e e I'm grasping at .EIFHWH.\E'?

And | doubt that it's wise
to broadcast my condition ==
or location, but again... what g
choice do | have? They'll find
me sooner or later, no matter
what action | take.




.. you're going to pay
for what you did to
my friends.

Frequency... got it. Obsidian
to Strika. Respond. Strika, can
you hear me? | need backup. ©

I'm in the old industrial
coolant processing plant.
| don't have much time.
| need backup urgently.

53



IR i S
SI:clng the bot when he's dnwn‘-' i

Not very sporting of you. ;'3__:3_"'

h . _:-.L.-'-"ﬂ"_' ':— t:;-‘:h :r‘:‘;-'r._'f‘t':-:l?;

e e w & P s L e
il ] .d--...-._..- ﬁ -'_H_, .--_r # ._r__l'- . L f. _'._-I-l"_.- :

Stay out of this. Go back
to your patrol group. It
doesn't concern you.

1l
Actuallyr, it dn-es.
I'm taking Dhsldian
- with me. Get out of |
. my way, or you'll
regret it.

ERe— = ' ithlnkl‘ll might 3

-~ = ™ s have to, don't you? - g
— e 3
p— 3 - £

I . - .- - = f =

[ B - . - f;‘

*zztt... This is Geckuhml
‘ Send backup to the..”

o

5 I

¥ ol

{*CLANG* *CLANG*

SR S
.. Control...zzzzzut* 5

-

o e

-
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1 - o
= _...\:'::“"'_d-.J..:_

| = 5

N L 3 R doesn't

Either someone dug in i <oas = S Someone’s helping
g ﬁﬁ"ﬁm}g;;.: SN - him. Let Sliverbolt

Longhorn, tend to
Geckobot. I've just
found how he got
. out. Take a look.

Ll

P

No, he -dnean‘t.

for the rescue, but just p

why are you helping me? . 2 down here seems to have

=
, i;.-lf'-_ led me into a trap.

-

& e i

l This isn't a trap, General. ==
L Jeil | was sent to look for you ©
XK= by a mutual friend, name |
of Wreckloose. Not a bad
bot for a Predacon. He |
said that a little bug told |

him to look for you. L

" % -I _— .-_; .-'_':
AR, Yl 6

. Sl s The same. It seems he's
Waspinator? _ found something that
- you ned to see.

L
2

or he dug out.
Lt Y 4 S S = know what's happened._ :
\ | H e - ; - b : _-%I-__.tl-:-?‘ﬁu
“§ T - o g R T gl
. # % : & - . "E_f_";" Ly
_ﬁ'-h ‘-' L s f:-.! -
| A - R e
L F - et
\ ,"".'J I'I .|1"," T, { . ¥ ' = . g
W i T ] & Bt s —— r
Obsidian doesn’t seem | _ ':\\%' "?%"‘h N
' - to be built for digging | | ~ K\-_ e, \k,_ .
- tunnels to me. I'm going after them. &
L ..lh \ 1::.*3{3 ! "%u, S =
o -_:%1!'1. b i-,. = s "
\ B 4 I %) [ |
' i 1 ' !
MORETAE H ok Graren. Iy ; ¥ The last Maximal who led me §

==



Here's our way out. |
We can follow the
coolant channel for

We don't want __
them to follow us. o

Night Viper to Silverbolt.

| think | know - :_‘*__&:L
where thefreed. _;_;__. =i _

—
v = " . a
f -
e J "‘"—.._‘"L_ =,



... | belonged..
belong.. to the
Vehicons. Qur
ideal is a total
machine world.
No organics.

You may be able

to help us more
than you know,
General Obsidian.

That faction symbol
on your back... just
what exactly is it?

My optics are functioning, yes. | barely know
Not far now. As if So why are you helping me? _ either of you.
you needed me to Why is Wreckloose helping me?  I've done nothing
tell you with that j to merit your aid.

thing taking up the
entire horizon!

Here we are. I'd forgotten

Just how massive this . Oddly enough, | don't think a thought
monument to Megatron's like that would have even come into my
ego is. Not that I'd have mind before either. Strange. | sometimes
called it that to his face. wonder just how much free will Megatron

allowed Strika and | to retain.

No, I'm not. | know
a lot of bots who
say this is the dawn
of a new age. Cheetor
and Longhorn are
two of them. They
praise our new world.
But | was happy as
| was. | don't like the
change. I'd like to
return to the way
things were.

e T g B
L

W That being the case,
&= | think we can help £
each other out,

o m..n
n,h.

Y That's an ideal | ~T"71_";-=

A tan sympathize with. T

e _ — Can you? Aren't you
o e SR T !_LF_ 4 " :.' ! .L | -'". - e hﬂ.pp‘f with this HEW
g TP -z = world ou ve been '

] . [
The whole fortress : : FERLD A | Koo | % I
is filled with this This way. Wi I} I'don't see what
organic growth, can help me now.
Just like everything . gl | don't know
else on the planet. 7 LU what's happened
) ' to Strika, but

It's d:sappﬂmnng 3 . If she's been
FE:E | Ei":ﬁtt”!d mﬂrﬂ _ :"_ . fy I"_'IIIEHHF'-{:."I]‘ or

killed, then I'm

alone. The last

free mechanical

' =l B SR A ' _ Transformer on
Megatron would have .Fm'd us all S - T e - S RO this world.

slagged if he'd lived to see this. | -~ TR ESEs S R So “'hﬂ'r d’d IR
. bl - E £ L‘I*'as.t*mamr fmd

It's a door. Why is
this significant?

¥
L
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e T
f
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N T 1Oy
=¥ 'j;' . ~ X .-'.' ':_ b . i!'-'-" .
ot F i ..rii?- I- r.J A N
o e L u g
' - AT o e
74 We're here. thnk s R S— -
j i * - L Tl : :
~ 3 ) Because it requires a

you | apprecm{e this. ,uu

B AL "ﬂ.&; i

gx“'

a:,'.':_'_i: ]

" Vehicon energy signature
-‘-.-.. . to open, for one thing.
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"Wehicon signature detected.” o
‘Access granted®
A room uncovered by
organic growth? How |
is this possible?

T
",

-

-ECEI.IEE his body is

- technorganic, but

Beautiful, ain't it? B his head is not. Amazing.
We couldn't open it, ’
but the bug could.

Solid, shiny, untouched
metal... what a wonderful

sight. But how was it _

preserved like this? : Enp{er_hnt! w,aspina_tnr
found this room! Found

computer data too!
Waspinator cannot use
the controls.

i So you've made
it at last. You look

pretty slagged.

Here is the room's
operations board. Seems fairly basic.

| guess that story about
just returning from space

wasn't quite true, was it? ; .
—— — It was true. It just

wasn't the whole truth.

Yes it does. Except that,
like the door, it's keyed
to only respond to a
. i . _ Vehicon energy signature.

The whole truth
being that you
were a part of the
. occupation, right?




I'm afraid we've been
making liberal use of
Waspinator's nose to
try and determine what
it does. He isn't too
happy about that.

This was obviously built *Scanning... Vehicon Obsidian
for somone taller than me detected. Activating hologram"*
. - il

T

We've found out a few things.
Enough to make us risk
_helping you out. Take a look.

Who is..?

That is the
late Megatron.

If you are seeing this message, it means
that | have failed. My spark has been
extinguished. The burden of completing
my work falls to you, Obsidian. You must
protect Cybertron from Optimus Primal
and his insane quest to remake this world!

It's :: little late for Y I have fitted you and Srrfk.a each with the
e ek means to resist Optimus' reformatting,
: thanks to my Oracle download which has
' given me an understanding of the process.
I retrofitted Thrust, but there is no way
to guarantee the process will protect him.
| have also protected this room from Maximal
detection with a stasis field, powered by an
independent generator. | have provided you
with the means to continue my fight as well.

| have created new Vehicon bodies.

Carefully choose sparks to inhabit
the bodies. Drones alone will not
be enough to win vour battles.

¢
ot

Use them well. Crush
any and all organic life that

e . - \ - slute }r’ﬁu. ¥ _. / J The future is
lh'll-r_:' 14 1;-".{"}”{. Ons :";_"_-"I i Aﬂd one ﬁna]‘ thf”g_“ j.f % Generaf_ . | ) . l." FEI{!' hﬂﬂﬂi
. Optimus Primal survived il i St . Farewell.

me, kill him for me. i ' :




And with that, the message is over. Everyone is lost in thought.

Suppose | don't want to take up vour agenda, Megatron:
I hate what's happened to our planet, but the task
is enormous E?Eymrd measure now! H S impossible!

So what are
we waiting for?
Let's see what

1
we have!

So the stasis field protected
this room from being changed?
And there are mechanical

bodies just waiting for a spark? *
1

Why not? Waspinator wants new body too!

Want to be biker-bot again! x
Wait your turn,

bug-face.

| THAT is what | want. ' As you wish.

*hhhmmmmmmmm®*

you're takmg a

risk, right? The

militia is bound
to connect you to
me once they see

you in that body. | me}: cares? | want

‘ slagging hands again!
=/ <




. Y€S, I'm afraid that

I've preset the CR chamber and she was captured. She's
switched off the Vehicon security _ .J in detention at the
ID. Can you activate it from there? - 1 Maximal citadel.

One final thing I've
P! been meaning to ask:
do you have any
news about Strika?

I have to free her
I'm just so tired...

Scauenger, do you
trust Obsidian?

by | suppose... _—ai8
| why do you ask? "= /4

|

Come on, you heard the marching orders he was given.
"Destroy all organic life." Has it occurred to you that we're
included in that category?

— - B u ?
.-l'

Who said | was planning
to ditch this body?

You're staying =
technorganic? |

| | don't have any desire to
stand out from the crowd,

My loyalty is to the Predacon
| cause, not necessarily to




I'm helping Obsidian as long as
it helps me advance that cause.
He'll stir up trouble with the Maximals
and that suits me just fine, for now.

He can’t hear me while So that's how it.is.
he's sealed up in there,

You sure you know how
to handle that thmg?

Well? How d you
feel, Scavenger?

S0 M. i

VoarT)irp e

-

Y
What about your | T
old bﬂd*,r?

I don't care.
! rash it. | hatel™
| that thing. Jg

I r
Real hands... onboard

diagnostic computer...
no more mixed components.. |

= o) T

No more beast
mode! Slag yeah! |

=.

~
.




Well done Scavenger.
I'm glad you like the
new "residence”.

Copter-bot
has changed! |

| wouldn't have
|  pegged you as
| someone who was
| too worried about
aesthetics. | do
| like the new look.

:rl'

A

‘After a day on this planet,
I'm sick of the color green,
the color of technorganics.

So | rid myself of it.

I'm going to rescue
my consort. | hope
that | can count on
your help. If not, I'll
do it alone.




LIBERATION

B4

e ——"

Night Viper to Silverbolt...
am maintaining watch on
Megatron's fortress, as ord...
wait... someone's coming.
Taking cover now!

Waspinator
happy!! Cool
biker-bot again!!

= 4

: ﬁ _ o
WIS Stay quiet. I ISSS
| scout ahead. 35

LS i
e B e S —

=

T S e
imspnges Tl KT Xl
- = -m-

e LA
e m—

Let's go. Use the
terrain to stay
hidden, and keep
as quiet as possible.

- The Maximals must know I'll be "“1-4 /
| coming for Strika. But they won't Sy
& be expecting either of you. >

-

-

__ Are you trying
"&t}n to get us caught?




This can only I::-e
trouble. I'd better |
Jwrepﬂrt in right...

__."".' 1’1'.! ; il "l
’,: .r"

una-r

.-‘.‘

You have to go to war with . the Army you have, not the Army you want

If vou can call the
three of us an army.

Sl

I'm racking my core processor,

trying to put together a strategy

e T — e = e that will produce success.

..L'—ﬂ -
l','!:-_l-' ___.m" R . e

And then there's
Scavenger, who was
never even'a soldiery,
« He worked in city
= . sanitation. HIs— 388 -
knowledge of the SS™mLTS,
— sewer network has Sris 5
already saved me '
once... it might be &
useﬁ.r! again. "

o

My weapons: Waspinator, B _-""‘p - s
g iy g,

a Predacon.and a veteran
of the Beast Wars. Not
very bright sometimes, i

but tough and a‘ererrmned

S e

L3
o -
- §

% Formerly an air — .

w::irrn::rr but now ——

qmmidf*d by his =—=
own choice. &z

===
A .I'I S lmmf to .EII.-_”E'!."E that he =
-;.-"'-'_f: was Thrust, all that time,
—  and that the bot | knew was
:--:'5 nothing but a shell program
=% created by Megatron. It will

—
-

— take some getting used to a 7

~— new personality in that body.

-

¢
-

His wild attitude since
gaining this new body
worries me. He seems
tor'think-that he's
indestructible. | hope he —
~ is capable of following ==
— orders. I'll rum' olut soon.

_—

,._-du -"‘,- _‘_‘_"‘




.I- That sounds like
. explosions. Guard..

THOOM! —
THOOM! 1 I8

- = —uy
Obsidian? *
] e

=
... what's going on
out there?

LSl =
You just sit tight, and |
don't let it bother you. |
By We'll take care of it. |
= * b 'i_ ‘L _-.

c =l
- £ - ==
Use your speed... -

Er attention

Remember, ALY
 do not engage! __--

B Give Scavenger a chance B =
to get Strika out. ... -
: v -3

mmm

=

This should get their
attention... now if the

others are doing their
jobs properly....




= 2
il

e
i That last explosion
® shook the cell. I... B

| 3 3

Psssst! Hey lady,
if you want out...

There's no time
10 answer
questions! Stay
if you want, but
I've done my bit!

(... now's the time!]
e s
Z' _J"I- ..r‘ "/

r o i At A Fa AV )

R ' = : ., - - . - VET L
You're awfully quiet =5k | b2 3] i =TT g ek e _ e e
in there. You okay? ESSSas e <3 ErpRae A R 8 : e - Yeah, the plan was
. T Sl ' for Wreckloose to

take out any scouts,
and then once we got|
to the city, | had
fifteen klicks to
get under your
cell before the

&r



The noise from the explosions
masked my digging through
the floor. Clever, huh? But
Obsidian figured it won't take

| require further
explanations.

’;f- |
A 16

Waspinator feels good!

o be back in this...
[y |

Mot possible!
Jet-bot is dead!

:. to us Thrust.

|

i




Good, Now maybe
you can fill me in
while we wait. Who
exactly are you?

: 4 | remember you. |
S0 how did you

change?
iﬂ'# : 3

Here she is,
as promised.

A

il

Here comes Obsidian. [
I'll let him explain it.
B When we have

o L

| -j:tl.-., i

"L
e -
il o L k. 1

You've been busy. | | e
Where did you find ;-2
this Vehicon? |,

=

G ANERAES
Y . p— e
pamp 1.1 It's good to see you.

I
h:- EI'EE' --.-dr =

L e B
n

ﬂﬂmd vou. | like the new look. 'i_'r:*-“"“"
— - ":."i.i.:_;‘r: 3 - .;"llfr

ity T
% .':

There are mor
where he came
from. Are you
ready to fight
another war?

:":I?':'_f '-' e ..

f
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=¥ With a recruit 8
to the cause,

ey S

T
i A

| have my reasons. l‘;
[ f

Why would you
want to fight T
with us, Spy Streak? [=
You're a Maximal.

T Wl u

Waspinator on his way!
Don't leave me!

i g™

A

-r:.r

XS g N ey

L

= i, i
| ‘;“"-_:l Wives

[ |"':I
i AT,
..q'h 5 I-'I':

So where's the bug?

e

*

- .
N H We gotta move!
T The Maximals won't
j take long to follow us!

| Let's get back to the fortress as fast
as possible. We need to be ready

4 when the Maximals arrive in force. = e
1 There aren't many of us, and we'll s X T )
have to do the job of an army. i . el
; #' il 1.' * .‘_l Wi s -i.-_! = s .h
% "L PR T R
e — P q:l‘-".
e S SR



® CONFLAGRATION

It's time to organize the
forces | have to carry out - : _ :
my srrq;egy. beﬁ?re the .°- | : : ; : ! Spy Streak; newly rrﬂnsfﬂf?_f@d: ” e
Maximals arrive. B : : to a Vehicon body. He seems g

I've assigned him loakout duty
on the western side of the fortress.

- L

-

LRI TR, S LR REREA
) Nl :Hj:!"": ; *-'E'.a i / » I-.-_-'.‘W‘

Strika is watching the main entrance ” ey
to the fortress, the one facing Cybertropolis. FHEAAS
I expect any pursuit force to come from RIS
that direction. She's by far the most capable "% ~3\.
soldier here, other than myself. b )
e\ e
i fy
.I . Lf‘. %
[ “ -'.ll'l
" You'll do fine. '
Just let me know : | "' .
if you see anyone,
o
I've given Waspinator the job
of watching the eastern approach.. '
Lookout duty shouldn't be too =
miuich for him. Scavenger and i
Wreckloose have another .+ .~
assignment, Inside. | wish |
had more soldiers, but | have
to make do with what | have.
b
i L1 W \ '.r-, A
.‘t : - 2 \ .'i-;.___E-_.L_, \
: “ Obsidian! The
1 A _ 1N SR | Maximal militia 1
Wn w3 § . \ Nerionaty et . hi;dppr{}.-!{h'mt].
N 1}~ ) : 2 \ >N | 1
VARNGS LY GRGERY  That was quick. (SRR
R SR | NN i <new. she'd ey
. : Tk, : i vt & ) WA LS _:‘: -thg ﬂmm.m,ld 11!
4 U N the alarm. |
- | : R .



Here they come.

some that | thought wouldn't
survive. They're tougher than
| gave them credit for.

¥ -

g

| count twenty Maximals and
: Predacons. Twenty versus the
- fourof us quardirig the fortress

" Not the best odds.

o
|'I'::H s
..Wi -

-. T I g o
-~ _..r?' '_.:-"“r:.

o
b
o

B

3 "\.-_\I
S

. rat, or the bat \X\\\ GRS D -
There's Blackarachnia though, J3 L e
and Cheetor. And Leo Prime!
('m surprised. | would have
expected a politician like him
to stay behind the scenes and

talk rather than come fight.

1, o s
\ l{-‘hli 'IJ._ e ;.i By
: L] I_:l_lllll-",l."-." .Ia.
4 . SN LR | N
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|-~ b.: don't have the manpower
L to hold this position long. §
|
¥
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e You know that we
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What we need
is time...

—
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| ... and | think we'll have it.]
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They want to parley, RIS
in typical Maximal fashion. JERSS

n— - =0 &

Go help Wreckloose | A3 “a 8 — i
and Scavenger. I'll o
] keep themtalking [ = & =
&= as long as | can. - - .

"You too. ,
Be careful. b

= Very well. - B~ B

£ = =

= *é = == Good luck. )« & - -~ i
| | . o ~
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I've come to give
you a chance to
surrender peacefully,
of your own accord.

Obsidian, why start this
= war up again? Cybertron

4 & is finally at peace. | gave e ' Gt :
e A TR a7 you your freedom so therem'm T 'J-:-:__-_ =
= e N 7 7 7Y would be nothing for you .;_‘F__.-?L -0 e e _"':'.-':SE—_:—ﬁ
s ) Pt B0 AT LR . : s g e T T S e
[ it v S Dhry to fight against. | know  EEal CHEEEEE — =i o e
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| don't care what the council did. I'll tell
you why I'm doing this. Because I've never
lost a conflict. Never. Thousands of battles,

and Strika and | won them all. Until now. §




This is about . That's what
your pride? . you're willing

to kill for?

You know my record,
Prime. We've fought
alongside each other
in the past.

]
B -
FrE o

Do you really want
to challenge me?

i
%
ARl

the population General. We will use
force to stop you if we must.
| doubt you have the strength
or numbers to win the fight.
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j You're fighting
a lost cause.

General, | will fight you

to my dying day before |

allow you to plunge this
world back into war.

You can't take
¥ on an entire
/ B planet on your
4 own, or with
} Strika's help.

Do you really think
I'm on my own? |
already have followers!
Maximal and Predacon
alike will clamor to
support my cause,

given enough time.

M Spoken like a lhey didn't ask for this
true Maximal. greenhouse of a
planet! Do you think

‘ 3 ey

| mean, what is
Cybertron now?

A nature preserve? !

they are all content i A zoo? Hal
to remain this way? _ § Ress T Dy
o = 3
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I've spent time with L
' the bots in one of your - % - ” re T
relocation camps, and | (. = 2 Many of the Maximals =
can tell you that the old »= - =L s . and Predacons still distrust =
fears and animosities o <=8 w. » one another. Many don't

are still there, despite &+ =
your brave new world.
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= like what has happened. |
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Now we're like
them. There's a
chance to put T
conflicts behind : .

us and move on. §
There's a chance S

for peace. Don't
throw it away.

(4

..".

Hahahaha!
Bravo! You've
learned well.

“You sound just
like Primal.

Cheetor.. tell me
about this fortress.
It looks like a head
and sits on the edge

of a pit that someone
said leads to the

| know that your
hold on power is §
tenuous. The §
people allow you
to rule only
because they
trust Cheetor.

It wouldn't take
much to
topple you.

One last appeal. Think.
Think about what kept us
fighting for millenia. We
were creatures of war. We
became living weapons, and
were nearly impossible to
kill. Life became cheap.
Others in the galaxy hated
and feared us for our power.

You can make war on us if you
want. But | will never surrender,
nor will | submit willingly to
reformatting. This fortress is
mine, and | will defend it.

Very well. There is
nothing more to say.
This parley is over.

Yes. It was Megatron
for awhile. He used it
as a body. It was almost
impregnable. Now it's
dead in the water and
full of holes.

o |twas
Megatron’s

| doubt Obsidian
and 5Strika can
defend it on
their own. It's

too derelict now.




Then there's no escape for them that
direction. Any other exits, other than
gh the hull?

| "
Yes. There is a shaft
that Botanica used to
bring us a power cable
during the final siege.
It's small, but they might
: use it to escape.
S —

The pit was blocked
during the reformatting.
It's one of the first areas
we surveyed afterwards.

Very well. You take a group underground
and see if it's necessary to secure that route,
It may have been blocked as well. I'll send
a second group around back to cut off any
retreat. We can't wait too long to act decisively
though... give Obsidian any amount of time
and he'll use it to his advantage.

That's where the

reaction began.
The energy flooded SESS

up the shaft and = ¥ &

- B We didn't see it happen
encompassed the” g 3 Fofcourse, but we all know
entire planet. Vg N ~ that's where Optimus and
Wi ~ Megatron died. The impact
Y set off the reformatting.

Exactly what |
expected. They
tried to convince
me to surrender.
Preached at me
a bit. Cheetor's
become as big

s 3 bore as Optimus
Primal used to be. B
But between him
and Leo Prime,
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= | We hold out as long as we can. Leo Prime will try to
S| cover all exits, and try to take us alive before he goes
A Lt for the option of an outright attack.

n
. S T

How can e win against
his numbers? | like a fight,
but this is hopeless! We

b=
t n:: here ﬂ.ﬁ__,

pursue us until our energon
is exhausted, or they'll pick V&
us off by sheer force of
numbers. No, my way is the h—yiﬂi
only option that will work. [F/A%Te =T S

o

] &

T =%~ | Trust me. | know my e
o —— | opponents, and |
. know what I'm doing.}

——
e
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Cheetor here... we've reached the spot
where Botanica tunnelled up and into
the head. The tunnel is blocked and
the cavern is empty. | don't think that
anyone could have come through here.

Prime, either you're being really
clever, or very careless. Using

an unsecure [frequency?

Very well. Make a sweep
of the area to be sure, and
then get back up here,
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| am grateful
though. You've
- just told me
what | needed
to know.

Spy Streﬁ. keep out
of sight, It's time.

I'm not going to sit
here and wait for some
Maximal to catch me
napping. Time to go on
the offensive and goad
Prime into action.
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We're in for it
now! Obsidian
said when the

Which is just what
I want. The more
fire and smoke,
the better.

We're under attack.
Returning fire!

That's no technorganic Transformer, and
it's not Obsidian either... which means...

That's the spirit. Let's get
this battle going! One thing
| know about organic matter,
even technorganic: it burns.

More Vehicons.
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o Meet me at the breach ESSS
near the upper left side Ll
of the head. There's
something we need
to check out,
,::_._‘._"‘--r-.-a— a ._':;_l;'. -
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- Already there. | just
: & saw someone legging
~E—-,E_L:-_-+ it out of here. Could
g ::-T-"..E":"_: be our Vehicon buddy.
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way did he

| think | see him! o

s

i 1 ﬁ ' 1:'1
: 1148

I'm not sure.,
No splitting up
though. We'll try
the left, and if that
| doesn't pan out,

"'"l'llll.!' , l’
"E\':t."iﬁ -




L R e e ' .
| That's enough of that for now. i‘i Y
- Time to collect Spy Streak and , ? " \
- head for the roof. And time for
. a quiet moment to collect my
- thoughts before committing B
| myself. It's going to be risky. <+
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e
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e - -~ YN
oy 1 \‘T' Obsidian’s trying to stir
' y fa things up and draw us in
to fight on his turf, Fall
back out of range, and

we'll wait it out for now.

f
"

That's Leo Prime down there!

| Alright, where's _
| won't get a better shot at this.

Don't arque! Fall back!
We'll keep them trapped
Sluntil the fires force them
to come out.
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Quickstrike! Prime was going
to blow this thing up! Better

i-‘ l
r i r .' ‘._
I've misled you... didn't want to
say I'[ over an open frequency.

ma.l-.v sure no 'u'ld'umdl IS inside!

il ,|____

"u

L i ]

Get the Maximals back..
I've given orders.... hdllrdp
He'll dt‘t:’]r‘latF‘ ..... | e

Intended... to : -
give.... ultimatum first What in the name

of Gouda?!'

You just rest Prime,
a | We'll take care of Obsidian.

N S FWJ;WWW,&”

s ')ﬁ" They should have waited on me. *:,.
-f:,.. / | could have saved them a whole -""f
lot of trouble!

r____hﬂ_:p.. L"-
1 |}r}h. like somebodys already 5
tried to blow the big giant head &
up without my help! Yeesh,
what a mess!




What is going on here?

Are we having a barbecue? _ :
| got orders to bring the § Tu . j He's hurt bad. He's

detonator control here, and | being returned to the . S0 who's in charge?
it looks like someone's g : city by med-repair. J _ Where's Spots? How
already taken care of it! R . ' did Prime get hurt?

Where's Leo Prime?

Slag! And here | was thinkin' dat
- | cased that joint pretty well!
. Yol . If it's the same mech | checked all the computer files,
here now. Prime was hit that Silverbolt saw, made sure to cut the power
b? 'J ﬂ“':jr';i-llf."‘ !:”Ed Irﬂlﬂ ; i F it W-.lir'l*[ Ul.‘lﬁidiﬂn Lo ]| huppl? ﬂ” Entirei}rl aven ﬂ'ﬂkt‘d
somewhern near the top: [y AR Strika who fired it, but l my big nose into every nook
of Megatron's old base. r | another mechanical and cranny | could find!
altogether. Maybe even ETE
another Vehicon. L TAiY s
. R | even found his
failsafe restraint

So where'd ole' Megs
* hide something from
me? | don't get it!

Cheetor's on his way back

at® \Vehicon generals!

Right after the reformatting.

You've been inside . the council to explain what had - ;
_ though. Hello Rattrap. Glad you : Maximale well clear of
the fortress, Rattrap? happened to the population, the AE could join the party. : *' lh': :!"uh:l"rc*:;::'a o

When did you have : rest of us came here.
time to explore it? :

i -
Yes. Silverbolt and
Ceckobot were the
- : - = T : dey last, and they've
We had to make FEEUREE=SGS S . e e N =2 just left. They were |§
sure this thing T oy ' g - : = = unable to locate
was safe. Megatron JESESSSES 2 TR i defe g L = the new Vehicon.
was il"lf-rll‘l"lljl,.l'!’_'s IIDI' . ‘_ - — y st & # s X S _. -.-__ 1-;_'?
cheating death and SSSSETtul LS =T ' S O : - .
planning for every




4 Alright. —

. : 5 Obsidian.
It's my fault that Obsidian : . It's time to put

got this far. | thought | was B . . and end to this.

d_t}i_ng Lh_:: right thing by e y | know you can hear me.
giving him freedom and 7 : S ke You have two minutes to
forgiveness, but it looks |G : ' = ' : surrender, or we'll destroy

like | ought to have locked ; R ! e Megatron's fortress with
him up and thrown away § = T | ; : : yvou still inside.

the key first thing.

; No deal, Cheetor.
(— Call off your forces. &

__

-

_ : : I  Nah. He's kidding himself
Could he be right . : if he really believes that.
about that? B Sooner or later the fire will
fll hit a fuel cell, and kablammo!
With or without our help.

You're in no position
to dictate terms.

-

: And you're bluffing. You won't
e kill anyone in cold blood, Cheetor.
S When the fires have burned away
M the organic matter that covers this
structure, it will still be standing &

strong, a steel monument Blackarachnia, double-check

that everyone's out of range.
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What's going on? Why did
you recall me from the search?

I've contacted everyone again.
lhey're all out of range of
any explosion, barring some
possible debris.

We're about to do =
some demolishin” =

Is he really
stupid enough
to think we'll |

just let him

walk away?

Something's not right.
Obsidian's suckered us
before... what if he's
doing it again?

Last chance, Obsidian. Give it up,
or | push the button. You'll be
killed, along with Strika and anyone He's twisting
else. Do not test me on this. the facts. You
. - know that.

®
e

— = :
Hahahaha! You don't have the nerve.
Still trying to be the leader that Primal
was, eh? Still trying to live up to his »
example? You're soft, like all Maximals. 3§

: -
el-d ! ; — ul
I‘. - ¥ I &
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Do it then. Prove that your 8

Maximal regime is nothing o
but a bunch of fascists who &=
murder dissenters. Do it! &
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to punch it, boss Iciuys",-‘"-&
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Don't look at me!
| didn't do it!




Last chance, Obsidian. Give it up,
or | push the button. You'll be
killed, along with Strika and anyone
else. Do not test me on this.

Hahahaha! You don't have the nerve.
Still trying to be the leader that Primal

was, eh? Still trying to live up to his §
example? You're soft, like all Maximals.

T

Do it then. Prove that your '
Maximal regime is nothing

murder dissenters. Do it!

-

Get ready to fire...
wait for my mark...

#
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Nice job! Egg 'em on,
use the smoke as
camoflage, destroy the
evidence... genius!

| enjoyed that.
Cheetor, you
still have a
lot to learn!

| HAHAHAHAHAHAHA!!
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| knew that any attempt to
rescue you would result in a
harsh response from the
Maximals. | knew | had to
~ have our escape route already
planned out before | stirred
them up, and that ultimately
if we were to have breathing
room to escape, they had to
believe us dead.

We collapsed the end of the
tunnel and waited until the
search ended to leave.

Well done. It's a pity the
CR chamber was too large,
but the power and stasis
generators will be useful.

\ | searched the fortress with
the help of Wreckloose,
Waspinator and Scavenger.
We found a tunnel that the
Maximals had used to power
the fortress after it had been
shot down, during our last
assault on it before Cheetor
= sentyou and | into space. o
~  That tunnel led to a large //
cave, with numerous escape

ke mule& frc-rn that point.
A AT A ol
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(e — T 3 - T o St
&= = S0 will the information that _
—~ ——we downloaded from Megatron's ™5 .

£ :-F::.:b computer files. We'lllgoa  §#9  -=,
Inng way s with that mfﬂrmallnn =\ Tt '
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contents of the room from
the reformatting energy wave. &'
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What about Wreckloose?

We can't trust him. He's
fighting for the Predacon
cause, not for ours.

B a I'Etrultl’.'r and scout since hﬂh
" he blends in with the crowd. &=
H:s time will cume lhr::-ugh L f’

.__ ‘}!é___ ..‘if:,f Ffi"‘ff}ér A -"5',-' =,

197 2 Ef f A :
l.eawng us several fne
# Vehicon soldiers. These
“1. two just need willing

'“-' .. sparks to gain life.
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~ Waspinator? )

Fine. But what do you Yes. This lunatic claims
know about this one? to be seeing ghosts.
: Jetstorm, Tankor or

~1_ Megatron. All dead!

Hroooo! Feel great!
Waspinator cool!

| gather my small group of Vehicons together. It's time

| know he’s the last survivor of Megatron’s syndicate
to move out and start the great task ahead of us.

that stole the golden disks, years ago. He's been around

for a long time, and there’s a lot of knowledge in that
addled head of his. He's a resource we can't afford

to throw away, especially since there are so few of us.

Al = €
He may be an

idiot, but he's
our idiot.

We will establish a secure base
of operations. We will recruit the
disaffected, and our numbers
will continue to grow.

ki f o=
7 b e $ 7
“(When we’re strong enough, we}
will take our planet back, and

We have a world
to regain.

Let’s get started.
Everyone gather
some equipment
and move out.
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