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About the Tokyo ldol Festival (TIF)

The current arc in OnK revolves around JIF, Japan Idol Festival, which is a reference to TIF, Tokyo Idol Festival.

TIF is a 3-day event that is held annually in summer from 2010 to
2019, but was cancelled in 2020 due to Covid-19.

TIF is an enormous event, hosting over 200 idol groups and almost
90 thousand total fans in 2019. It uses several stages around the
southwest portion of Odaiba, as shown in the map on the right.

Performances occur concurrently at multiple stages. Smile Garden,
Dream Stage, and Festival Stage are all outside, so they can be
viewed for free, bul they have a paid section as well. The other
stages all require an entry fee, with proof of payment given in the
form of a wristband that you have to wear for every day you are at
the event.

2217 on the outdoor Dream Stage Niji no Conquistador on the HOT Stage

On top of just performances, there are lots of other things going on, such as Tokyo Gravure Idol Festival, which
hosts magazine models and the like; talk shows where the idols speak about their experiences or their goals for the
future; booth events where fans can pay to meet their favourite idols and take pictures with them; and even smaller
happenings such as idol groups taking turns to sell ice cream at a booth.

Although in the past the event has focused mainly on traditional idols, the digital event in 2020 brought in several
changes, such as the addition of virtual YouTubers, including members of GEMS COMPANY and Hololive, and
anime idol voice actors, including Nijigasaki High School Idol Club and The iDOLM@STER Shiny Colors. It is yet to
be seen if similar guests will appear in future years.

If you are interested in idol culture but have never experienced it in real life before, TIF can be a great place to get a
taste of all sorts of different kinds of idol groups, from traditional to alternative to groups that will make you guestion
why they're even called idols at all' Just make sure to stay hydrated and prepare to plan your day carefully to make
sure that you arrive at your favourite groups’ stages well in advance. TIF also has special foreigner-only tickets every
year, and even has an English version of their website. Do check it out! --Eiffel

Sources and References:

1. Tokyo ldol Festival on JP Wiki: hitps:\ja wikipadia.orgki TOKYD 1DOL FESTIVAL

2. Tokyo ldol Festival 2019 official site hitp:www idolfes com/20 19ineup/ (English: hito:fwww idolfes.comi2019/enal)

3. Tokyo Idol Festival 2020 official site: hitp:/iwew idoifes comi20207 (English: hitp:iiwew idolfes comiZ020/eng/)

4. Pholos: Nl no Conquistador: hilps:Mpopnroll. bwarticlesA3848/imagesZ8051, 227 hitp:ibonioundol comiwo-contentiuploads/2018/084h DSG 4013.(pg
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Despite being shown specifically in Chapter 36, Zepp Tokyo is generally not included as part of TIF. However, Zepp
Diver City Tokyo is the usual location of the HOT Stage (an ironic name since it is indoors and has A/C), which is
where the biggest groups such as Avex (SUPER# GIRLS, WASUTA), Hello! Project (Angerme, Tsubaki Factory),

and Sony (48, 46) idols tend to perform. Some less famous groups that have performed there are Niji no
Conquistador and Kamiyado.

W 1 l-‘:'h"

.-.-'I-'

it

Tl Irﬁ];aﬁ?i;ﬂfsulh w i[h ]a.
L mﬂfﬂ 1" i
fﬂ’l’{"’fl! A ”" i l1l‘rq, ”‘

Another building that was shown in Chapter 37 is the

Fuji Television Wangan Studio, which is somewhal
infamous in TIF due to the fact that the Sky Stage on ils
roof requires fans to climb several flights of stairs to access.
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L*ﬁ On a related note, according to Chapter 36, The Revived

E;,j B-Komachi will be performing on the Star Stage, which is on the
——— roof of the abovementioned Fuji TV Wangan Studio.

This week's appendix is a guest entry by Eiffel, a good friend of mine. Thanks for the help! --oldpier
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About 2.5D Stage Play / Musical Adaptations

This is a type of modern Japanese theatre production based on popular Japanese
anime, manga, or video games. The “2.5D" part of the term was coined to
describe stories presented in a 2D medium being brought to real life. Some
examples of such 2.5D productions include:

i

FE =]

Yowamushi Pedal (complete with handlebars Touken Ranbu ("gay swords")
without the rest of the bicycle)

Prince of Tennis Nurutu

The works that get adapted tend to be titles that feature a huge cast of

ol | Py characters, each with their unique personalities. They also tend to be those that
Sl RS- 'y
TR | amevee are popular among females, as the audience for stage play adaptations tend to

be mostly female. Reasons for the popularity include:
- Being able to see pretty faces on stage

¥ e T
%E&% £l - Seeing their favourite gay pairing(s) from the manga in real life
BTEREATED N 1 . i ' . .

e Paka ; - | don’t know man, I'm literally the opposite of a fujoshi.

-. 5{;'5 11«.

Sources and References:
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3 Si'age Dramas: The E’.ED Ihat Is Captwatlng Glris Hearts
https//manga.iokyofofak u-articles/captivating-qirs-hears-the-siage-dramas-called- 2- S-dimansion/

4. Research paper about 2.50 musicals (there are tons of research papers on this topic out thera)
hittos: wvw researchaate. nelpublicationd327807191 The Essence of 25-Dimensional Musicals Sakura Wars and T
heatar Adaptations of Anima

5 Why are Anime-Based Stage F'|El.]|-"5 Su F-upular? LANN Anawerman}

6.  Online Webinar abﬂut 2. 5I:I musical {EUE‘I Iﬂ&-‘ED}
httpsJwww nv.orgleventianime-takes-the-staga-the-nse-of-2-5-dimensignal-musicals-and-bevond!
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