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ENGLISH CHESS IN THE EARLY EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

HESS-PLLAYERS who have also interested themselves in the
political literature of the earlier half of the eighteenth century
will doubtless remember that curious paper, ‘ A Short Essay on
the Game of Chess,’ in the Tory journal the Crafisman [No. 376,

15th September, 1733]. The essay is, in truth, written with a political
purpose, and the chess-technicalities and terms are all intended to be
interpreted in an allegorical and political sense. It accordingly laid itself
open to attack, on the ground both of politics and of chess, and the challenge
was soon accepted. On the 21st September, 1733, a pamphlet, dated from
Slaughter’s Coffee House, appeared in reply to it. Its title was * A Letter
to the Craftsman on the Game of Chess, occasioned by his Paper on the
. Fifteenth of this Month,’ and it has generally been ascribed to Lord Hervey.
This pamphlet is to a certain extent also political, and in the Whig interest,
but, as might be expected from a work which emanated from the head-
quarters of London chess-players, it endeavours to criticise and correct the '
chess language of the Craffsman. But the pamphlet is itself often in error
in its references to chess, and, although no criticism of it appeared in print,
a very able one was compiled by the Rev. Lewis Rou, the pastor of the
Huguenot Church in New York from 1710 until his death in 1750. It
would appear that Rou, who was a keen chess-player,* had his attention
called to the pamphlet by William Cosby, the Governor of New York, and
he wrote his reply in deference to the Governor’s wish. His treatise,
¢ Critical Remarks upon the Letter to the Craftsman on the Game of Chess
occasioned by his Paper of the 1s5th of Sept, 1773, and dated from
Slaughter’s Coﬂ'ee-house, Sept. 21st was dated ‘New York, y° 13th of
December, 1734." The MS. of this work was still in existence in New
York in 1858 but since then all track of it has been lost. ‘Notes and
Queries,” July 1gth, 1902, contained a long letter over the signature W.F.,
the object of which was to discover the present location of this MS., whxch
hasanadditional interest for American chessplayersasbeing the earliest. known
composition on chess to be written in the New World. The letter in ¢ Notes
and Queries’ has now been reprinted, with valuable additions and comments,
under the title of—¢ The Lost Manuscript of the Reverend Lewis Rou’s.
Critical Remarks’ [Florence, The Landi Press, 1902]: and.it is to be
hoped that the revived interest in the question will lead to the recovery of

* Cadwallader Colden, who wrote a series of ¢ Letters on Smith’s History of New
York’ soon after Rou’s death, says of Rou, * The game of Chess was the only amusement
he took, and perhaps was too fond of it. It was said that he wrote a treatise on it.’

. A1l
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the work, which seems to have been one of considerable ability and
knowledge. The fullest description of Rou’s work is to be found in ‘ The
Book of the First American Chess Congress (1859), pp. 340—345. In the
present pamphlet, W.F. gives a shorter description of the MS., and suggests
a number of possible places where the missing work may exist in original
or in copy Since presumably Governor Cosby would have received a copy
of the work, it is possible that Rou’s work may yet be discovered in this
country. Cosby belonged to an Irish family (Cosby of Stradbally), and his
elder daughter married Lord Augustus Fitzroy, and was the mother of the
third Duke of Grafton.

The ‘supplementary comments’ contain much interesting matter
relative to London chess life in the first half of the 18th century. From

about 1700 to 1770 the centre of chess activity in London was *Slaughter’s

Coffee House,’ sometimes called * Old Slaughter’s’ to distinguish it from a
rival of the same name which also stood in St. Martin’s Lane. ‘Old
Slaughter's’ was only demolished about 1843-4. Here the chess-playing Lord
Sunderland, of whom Twiss has many anecdotes to tell, and Lord Godolphin
- came for their chess. Captain Joseph Bertin made it his headquarters, and
his *Noble Game of Chess’ [London, 1735] was ‘sold only at Slaughter’s
Coffee House, in St. Martin’s Lane.” Here from 1725 onwards could be

found the great mathematician, Abraham de Moivre [B. 1667, D. 1754], who |

for the last thirty years of his life lived on ‘the petty sums he gained in
explaining to the more curious visitors of Slaughter’s, the mysteries of
‘mathematical and chess problems’ Even the great Sir Isaa¢ Newton
would occasionally look in to drag de Moivre away from his chess to more
serious work. It was doubtless at Slaughter’s that Alexander Cunningham
(D. 1730) first made famous the Three Pawns’ Gambit, which since Stamma’s
time has been called by the name of the Cunningham Gambit. Here too
in all probability was played in 1747 the match between Stamma and the
rising I'rench player,iPhilidor, in which the latter first gave decisive proof of
his great skill at chess. Other noted names of the same period, associated
with Slaughter’s, are those of Sir Abraham Janssen, Baronet [D. 1765],
Dr. Cowper, and M. Salvador. Sir Abraham was considered both by
Philidor and by Count Bruhl, to have been the best English player that had
ever lived, and Philidor could only give him the odds of Pawn for the
move. He is also remembered in connection with the Duke of Rutland’s
enlarged chess, on a 10 x 14 board, with 28 men aside, which had a certain
vogue for a time as a result of Sir Abraham’s infiuence.

About 1770, Slaughter’s Coffee House—for some reason or other—
was deserted by chess players, and its place as a chess-resort was taken by
the ¢Salopian Coffee House,” which was still in existence in 1804 in Charing
Cross. The Salopian was soon superseded, for in 1774. under the influence
of Philidor, the first English chess club was formed, meeting in a house in
St. James’ Street.

The problem of the authorship of the original essay in the Craftsman,
and of the Whig rejoinder, is also discussed with much acumen in the present

pamphlet, and W.F. shows that it is practically certain that the former was-

not written by Bolingbroke, as has been sometimes supposed, and that it is
at least doubtful whether Lord Hervey had anythmg to do with the reply.
IL]L.R.M.
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THE SICILTIAN DEFENCE.

(From the IVestern Daily Mercury.)

JHIS defence, whose only weakness is that in the end game it is apt
to leave Black’s Q side Pawns insufficiently supported, demands

% care on the part of White, who is tempted to premature attack.
V"E®  ]ike the Queen’s Gambit it is a game of slow and cautious
development, ‘‘abounding in many transpositions” (Cook). Gunsberg says :
“If White contents himself with steady development he will derive the
best advantage from Black’s timid and retarded defence.” Mason says:
“The late Louis Paulsen spent a great deal of labour in endeavouring to
establish its validity, but with very indifferent success.” The author of
The Chess Games of Greco, under the pseudonym of “ Prof. Hofmann,”
says that this defence is as old as Polerio’s time, the end of the 16th century.
. The essential moves are 1 P—K 4, P—Q B 4; when White can reply
2 (@) B—B 4 6) P~Q B 5, () P—Q'4, (9) P—Q Kt s, () P-K Ke
(/) Kt—Q B 3, (¢) Ki—K B 3.

(a) 2 B—B 4:—The reply to thlS is 2..., P—K 3, threatening ..

P—Q 4, with a strong centre ; and if White follow with 3 Kt—Q B 3, then

, Kt—K 2. (a)is therefore inferior, and has been avoided by masters
of late years.

() 2 P—Q B 3. Alapin’s continuation, aims at establishing a P centre.
Black must break this up at once. This he effects best by the counter-
attack 2..., P——Q 4; when 3 P—K g5 is forced, as the Q Kt cannot now
develop at B 3 (see game Albin-Napier, Monte Carlo, 1902, given in Cook’s
Compendium). (&) is therefore not the best move. It has the merit, however,
of forcing on Black a certain line of play, perhaps taking him out of his
depth.
(¢) 2 P—Q 4 is a strong move. The reply is 2..., P x P, when White
plays 3 Kt—K B 3. Notice that the Black P cannot be maintained. The
game continues 3..., P—K 3; 4 KtxP, Kt—K B 3 (not P—K 4, else
Black would lose a move ; besides, the Q B P being gone, the P at K 3 is
the only one left to support the P at Q 4); 5 B—Q 3, a developing move,
and White has a good game. In the Cable Match, 1900, Barry won with
(¢) against Atkins.

(d) P—Q Kt 4, Greco’s ng Gambit, a favourite of slashing players
like Bird.

W means White won ; B, Black; D, drawn.
Match, New York z. Philadelphia, 1900. .

WHITE. BLACK. 8 Castles 8 P—Q 4

DE Visser. SHIPLEY. - Here P—Q 3 is necessa
1 P—Kg4 1 P—-QBg4 The extra P is soon lost now, al;yd
1 P—Q Kt 4 2 PxP White has an open file for his R.
3P—QR3 3 P—Kg - 7 PxP 9 KtxD
4 Kt—KB3 4 Kt—QB3 10 KtxP 10 Kt—Q 5
5 PxP SBXP ) 11 Q_Q3
6 B—B 4 6 Kt—B 3 If 11 Q—K 4, Kt—K B 3: 12 Q—
7 Q—K 2 7 Castles
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11 Kt—B '5 «eeeeeeen.Black loses two pieces

for. t.l.1e R over this. ““12.,B—K 3
12 Q—K 4. 1z Kt(B5)-K7ch is good, and safe ”’ (Rachmann).

With (&) then Black ought to win, if he can “stand the racket.”
(¢) 2 P—K Kt 3, *‘a safe method of avoiding the ordinary variation

(Guest).
Moscow, 1899. W.
WHITE. BLACK. mar the activity of the B in the rat
ALEXEVEFF. SCHIFFERS. hole. )
2 P-KKt3 2 Ki—QB3 8 P—K 4?2
3 B—Kt2 2 Kt—B 3 9 K—R 2 9 PxP
4 Kt—K 2 4 P—K 3 10 Ktx P ro Kt x Kt
5 P—Q 3 5 P—Q 4 11 BxKt 1t P—B 4
6 Kt—Q 2 6 B—K 2 12 Bx Kt 12z PxB -
7 Castles 7 Castles -we.e -ee.. White has made good use
8 P—KR 3 of his ‘““rat.” Black’s Q side is now
Generally in this opening P—K B 3 very weak. IHis 8..., P—K 4 was
"is best for White to prevent the advance unsound ; he should have developed
of the Kt; but here that move would his Q B at Q 2, followed by R—B sq.

(e) is certainly a strong continuation, though perhaps not quite so
strong as (/) or (). The chief objection to it seems that, after Kt—K 2,
there is rather a deadlock. —(f) 2 Kt—Q B 3, the object being, of course,
to prevent z..., P—Q 4.

Black can reply (¢) P—K Kt 3, (4) Kt—Q B 3, (¢) P—K 3.

() 2..., P—K Kt 3 was played by Blackburne in one of his match
games with Zukertort, 1881. The latter replied 3 P—K Kt 3, and they
both established their Bishops in the rat-hole. The game was still even, at
the zoth move (Cook). ‘

(9) 2..., Kt—Q B 3 has been played lately with the following results
White won 3 times, drawn 1, Black o. White wins: Match, 1897,
Tchigorin-Schiffers: Monte Carlo, 1got, Janowski-Blackburne; Moscow,
1901, Tchigorin-Schiffers.  Drawn game: Paris, 19cc, Maroczy and
Showalter v Burn and Mieses. White’s best reply is 3 Kt—B 3.

(¢) , P—K 3. shows the following results since 1897: Black worr
4 times. White once. :

(1) Match, 1897. B.

WHITE. BLACK. 6 B—Kt 2 6 PxP
WALBRODT. Janowskr. 7 QxP 7 Ki—B 3
2 Kt-QBj3 2 P—Kj 8Q_QR4SQ3QP st
. e — O 4 e, —Q sq is the right
3 P_;; Kt 3 3 IP:' 84 move. The game wa.(.s:l lost at %he
4 Px 4 ’x . I4th move by an oversight which cost
5 P—Q 4 5 K-—K B3 . White a piece.

(2) London, 1899. B. (Lasker 1st, Janowski 2nd, Cohn 10th.)

WHITF, BLACK. . P Jt— .
CoHN, JANOWSKI. ; 81(2 R 4 7Rt—QB3
5 5§ B—=K3

B—| As in (1), a simil 80—
6 B—Kt 2 6 PxP o Dsin (1), a similar game, 8 Q—Q sq
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(3) Vienna, 1898. W.

WHITE.
TARRASCH.

3 Kt—B 3
4 P—Q 4

(4) Monte Carlo, 1901.

BLACK.
JANOWSKI.

3 Kt—Q B3
4 PxP

5 KtxP

5 Kt—B 3

6 Kt(Q4)—Kts 6 P—Q 3

............ B—Kt 5 is better ; the text
move shuts in the K B.

B.

~and  I'chigorin 3rd, Alapin 5th, Mieses 6th.)

9 PxP
10 B—Q 3
11 P—B 3

12 Castles

9 B—K 3

1o B—Kt¢ ch

11 BxBch
12 P—K B4
13 PxP

(Janowski 1st, Schlechter 2nd, Scheve

9 PxP

10 B—Kt 5
11 B—R 4
12 Castles

9 P—Q3
10 B—Q 2
t1 QxB
12 PxP

In game (4) White has slightly the advantage; in (5) the positions

WHITE. BLACK.
6 — 5 B—Kt ;5
7 P—QR 3 7 Bx Kt ch
8 KtxB 8 P—Q 4
(5) Augsburg, 19co. B.
WHITE.
THREE STRONG BLACK.
PLAVERS. MIESES.
6 Kt x Kt 6 Kt Px Kt
7 P—K 3 7 Kt—Q 4
8 Kt x Kt 3 B PxKt
are equal,

(¢) 2 Kt—K B 3.

Now, although White does not prevent 2 .., P—

Q 4 by this move, yet Black does not play it, else 3 Px P, Q x P; 4 Kt—

- B 3,Q—Q sq; 5

P—Q 4! and all the object of the move ..
viz., to prevent White establishing a centre, is frustrated.

PLQB 4,

~ Of 14 games played with (g) White won 6. Black 4. drawn 4.
It is to be noted that, so far, this year 2 Kt—K B 3 is the only con-
“tinuation adopted by masters.

Black one, three drawn.

Of 5 games this year, White won one,
A sixth game, played in October in New York,

was unfinished. Here also Lasker played 2 K+—K B 3 against Showalter.

Two replies to 2 Kt—K B 3 are possible for Black, () ...
Between 1898 and 1902 inclusive (2) has been played five

(4) ...P—K 3.

Kt—Q B 3, and

tlmes, White winning three times, Black once, ahd one drawn.
(1) Consultation, Paris, 1goo.. W. Brody and Rosen 7. lelsbury and

Fazy
WHITE. BLACK. 4 E—QP4 4 II;X(PQ
¢ 5 Kix 5 P—Q 3
2 B 4 2 Rt—Q B3 6 B—K 2 9 P-KKt3
3 Ki—B3 3 Ki—b3 7 B—K 3 7 B—Kt 2
.................. *“ Leads to a difficult 8 Castles 8 B—Q 2
game ” (Mason). 9 P-KR 3 9 Q—R 4°?
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Pillsbury plays this sometimes. It
should prove inferior, because it does

6
(2) Monte Carlo, 1gor. W,
WHITE. BLACK. Kt(Q4)—Kt5 6 B—Kt g
SCHLECHTER. BLACKBURNE. 7 B—K B 7 P—K 4
Ty 2 Rt—Q B3 ..This ad f the K
11S advanee o e
3 P_Q 4 3 P, x P P is not good ; it is true that it loses a
4 KexP 4 I\t_"B 3 move to White, but the P is necessary
5 Ki—Q B 3 s P—K 3 for the defence at K 3.
(3) Cable Match, 1gor. W.
WHITE. BLACK. 11 B—Q 2 1 Q—Kt 3
PILLSBURY. BLACKRURNE. 12 Kt—Kt 3 12 P—K R 4
8 KtxB 8 P—Q4 14 Kt—K 2 14 P—R 6
9 B—K Kt 5
9 Px P, Px P is best. rig'ﬁi'}'e'}}i'y"Bad’ 14.., P—K 4 is the
9 P—Q35s ,
10 Kt—K 2 10 Q—R 4 ch 15 P-KKt3 15 P—Kg4
(4) Match, rgor. D.
WHITE. BLACK, away partially with Black’s weakness
LASKER. Lirscuuiz. on the () side.
3 Kt—B 3 3 P-K3 7K’tPXK[
4 P—Q 4 4 PxP 8 P’-—K’s 8 Kt—Q 4
5 Ktx P 5 Kt—B 3 9 Kt—K 4 9 Q—B2
6 P—QR 3 10 P—B 4 1o P—-K B4
It is doubtful whether this is superior He cannot take e.p.,
to.Kt. (Q 4)—Kt g (Bach.mann). On the KB P woulg g;?no ake ep. or
principle, a purely defensive move for . .
White is bad. 11 Kt—B 2 11 Q—Kt 3
6 B—K 2 12 Q—B 3
7 Kt x Kt Black threatens ..., Kt—K 6, &c.

White has been kept on the defensive
ever since move 6.

(5) Essex v. Cambridge, 19oz.
WHITE. BLACK.
W. H. GUNsTON. W. Wagbp.

Kt—B 3 3 P—K Kt 3
P—Q 4 4 PxP
Ktx P 5 B—Kt2
B—K 3 6 P—Q 3
B—K 2 7 Kt—B 3
Castles 8 Castles
P—K B 4

A risky move: the B at K 3is left
weak.

9 Q—Kt 3

B.

1o R—Ktsq
Perhaps Q—Q 3, giving up the Kt
P, is beuer (Mason).
10 Ktx P!
1 Kt—Q 5?2 11 BxKt
--Getting three pieces and
a P for lhe Q
12 KtxQ 12 BxBch
13 K—R sq 13 Px Kt
14 Q—K sq 14 Kt—Q 7
15 Q—Kt 3 15 Ktx K R

............... Nearly a piece ahcad.
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) 2..., P—I\ 3 has been played nine times, 1898 to 1902 mclusxve,
White and Black each winning three times, 3 drawn.

(1) Consultation, 1go1. W,
WHITE. BLACK. 1o B~B3 1o Castles
“POLLNER and Cremexz and 11t R—K sq 11 Ktx Kt
JUREVITCH. bCl;IIFFERS. 12 Qx Kt 12 B—K 3
p— 2 P—K3 . 13 QR—Qsq
B—K 2 3 P—Qg4 Simpler is 13, K R—Q sq, then if
PxP 4 PxP 13..,Q—R4: 14 P—Q R 3, Q R—
Castles 5 Kt—K B 3 Qsq; 15 P—Q Ktg!
P—Qy4 6 Kt—B 3 13 Q—R 4
Kt—B 3 7 PxP 14 KtxP 14 Kt x Kt
Ktx P 8 B—K 2 15 Bx Kt 15 K R—Q sq
B—K B 4 9 P—QR3 Q R—Q sq is riecessary.
(2) Match, 1902. W,
WHITE, RLACK. P—K 4
NAPIER. MILLS. If 7.0, Px P35 § Ktx P,
P—Q 4 3 PxP and Black gains nolhmg by lakmg
KtxP 4 Kt—K B 3 . either Kt.
B—Q3 5 Kt—B 3 8 Ktx Kt 8 Px Kt
B—K 3 6 P—Q 4 9 Castles 9 P—Q 5
Kt—Q 2 e, Bad : it leaves him weak
The idea is to rob Black of all the on White squares, blocks his own
Q side play, arising from his B—Q Black B, and loses all chance of attack
Kt 5. in the centre (Napier).
(3) Cable Match, 1go2. D. »
WHITE. BL'ACK. 6 B—Q 2
HyMEs. MiLis. 7 KtxB 7 Qx Kt
Kt—B 3 3 P—Q4 8 Castles 8 B—K 2
PxP 4 PxP o P—Q g4 9 PxP
B—Kts5ch 5 Kt—B 3 10 Bx Kt 10 Px B
............ If5.,B—Q 2;6 Q—K 11 QxP 11 B—B 3
2 ch would win the advanced . Black is safe enough now,
Kt—K 5 and can.expect at least a draw.
Q—K 2 ch would still ke good, (Mason.)
followed by Kt—K 5.
" (4) Hanover, 1goz. D.
. WHITE. BLACK. 9 Q—K 2! 9 P—Q R 3
SUECHTING. MIESES. 10 Kt—B 3 10 Kt—B sq
—Q Kt P—Q4 e Black must proceed
1; % 8 Kt3 i P x (P; 4 . cautiously if he is to Castle.

- h B 11 Ki—Kj I1 Q——Q 3
B—Ktsc 5 B—Qz2 Not 1t..., Kt —K 3 at
Bx B ch 6 I?t x B once, "hecause of 12 Kt x P, followed
Castles 7 KKt—B 3 by Q x Kt ch, if K x Kt.
R—Ksqch 8 B—K 2 12 B—Kt 2 12 Ki—K 3

O o bW
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- (5) Paris, 1900. B.

AN

WHITE. BLACK. 5 Kt—Q B 3 5 Kt—B 3 -
SHOWALTER, © MIESES. 6 Ktx Kt ‘
3P—Q4 3 PxP
This capture of the Kt is bad,
4 Ktx P d . H .
eveloping Black’s game.  Better is
The moves up to here are the same 6 Kt (Q 4)—Kt 5, &c., as in games (4)
as in (2). (8) and (9), and (a) game (2).
.4 Kt—Q B 3 6 Kt Px Kt
(6) Cologne, 1898. W.
WHITE, BLACK. 7 Kt—B 3 7 PQQ 4
PorIEL. JANOWSKIL. ‘ 8§ PxP 8 Ktx P
3 Kt—B 3 3 Kt—K B3 9 B—Q 2 9 Ktx Kt
4 P—Q 4 4 PxP 10 Px Kt 10 B—K 2
5 Ktx P 5 B—Kt s 11 Castles 1¢ Castles
6 B—Q 3 6 Kt—B 3 Equal game.
(7) Consultation, 1898. B. v
WHITE. 13 P—B 3 13 Q—B 2
BLACK. -
Three .vléol;tz'xgi;atznrs JANOWSKI. 14 P’_Q B2 14 R—Ktsq
at Augsburg. p Kt—B 3 lg lB{—lgt 3 Ig IliiR %2
5 —— , — 1 —B 2 16 K R—Q sq
.............. Knights before Bishops. 17 K—R'sq 17 P—K 5
In the last game B-—Kt 5 led tlo awin ;8 B Kt 5 i8 Bx P
Whi , , . ,
. ;‘;)r Khl;e, or, at b;stBan ;t{]:as game 19 ij % 'Kt‘ 19 PxB
- _ . 20 P—Kt 3
7 B—Q 3 7 P—Q 4 iy el
8 KtxKt? 8 PxKt andor P b o TR
9 PxP 9 BPxP e N ‘
10 Castles 10 Castles 20 Bx Kt
11 Kt—K 2 it P—Kg4 And Black wins another
12 P—Q B3 1z B—Q 3 Pawn
(8) Monte Carlo, 1go1. B.
WHITE. BLACK. favourable for White (Hoffer).
Makrco. MIESES.
- 7 Bx Ktch
6 Kt(Q4)—Kts 6 B—Kt 5 8 KtxB 8 P—Q 4
7 P—QR 3 9 PxP 9 PxP
Kt—Q 6 has been found to be un- Equal game.
(9) Hanover, 19o2. D.
WHITE. BLACK.
Dr. OLLAND. MIESES. 1o Castles 1o PxP ,
8§ 8 Castles 1t KtxP 11 Ktx Kt
9 B—0Q 3 9 I—Q 4 12 Bx Kt 12 P—K 4 >

It appears from the above that, in the Sicilian Defence, 2 Kt—K B 3
is best; and 2..., P—K 3 the best reply.
The next analysis will be the Ruy Lopez.
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FRENCH DEFENCE.—THE GLEDHILL ATTACK.

dealing with this attack, in the case where the second player
accepts the Pawn, by which Black extricates himself from his

== difficulties, and also retains his numerical superiority. To attempt
to contravert the dictum of the brilliant American, the following analysis is
'submitted with some diffidence. Though the play given does not absolutely
disprove that Black can hold the Pawn, it is believed it shows that Whit